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I. INTRODUCTION 
My name is Jonathan Lewis and I have served as a research fellow with the Program on 
Extremism at George Washington University since December 2018. The Program on 
Extremism is a nonpartisan research center that spearheads innovative and thoughtful 
academic inquiry, produces empirical work and develops pragmatic policy solutions 
related to all forms of extremism in the United States.

I have been asked by the plaintiff in this case to render an expert opinion whether the 
Oath Keepers are an organization or association which advocates for the overthrow of 
the government of the United States by force or violence. 

In addition to the opinions stated, I also incorporate by reference a research product, 
written testimony, and a statement for the record on the role of the Oath Keepers in the 
events of January 6. These documents are included as Exhibits 2, 3, and 4.  

Based on my review, I assess that the Oath Keepers organization, led by Stewart Rhodes, 
engaged in a seditious conspiracy that culminated in the group’s participation in a 
violent riot motivated by a desire to prevent through force the certification of the 2020 
Presidential Election. Prominent members of the Oath Keepers organization have been 
indicted for their role in this conspiracy, including the founder, general counsel, and 
numerous key chapter figures. Seven members of the group have pleaded guilty to 
charges stemming from their role in this conspiracy and agreed to cooperate with the 
government. While Rhodes’ arrest weakened the group, there is no evidence to suggest 
the group has ceased to exist.  

II. QUALIFICATIONS 
In my role as a research fellow with the Program on Extremism, my research has 
focused on both domestic violent extremism  and homegrown violent extremism, relying 
on data-driven analysis to produce policy-oriented products on the most significant 
threats to the homeland. In this vein, my research efforts have primarily examined two 
specific facets of the U.S. government’s classification schema related to domestic violent 
extremism: Racially and ethnically-motivated violent extremists (REMVE), and Anti-
Government or Anti-Authority Violent Extremists (AGAAVE). Within these categories, 
my analysis has focused on two of the most active and dangerous elements of the threats 
- white supremacist and anti-government movements operating in the United States, 
including but not limited to the Oath Keepers, the Proud Boys, the Boogaloo Movement, 
Atomwaffen Division, and The Base.  

In the aftermath of the January 6 Capitol Siege, the Program on Extremism launched a 
public repository of court records for every federally charged defendant, which now 
consists of more than 45,000 pages of primary source documents for more than 900 
individuals.1 This repository, and accompanying Program research products on the 

 
1 “Capitol Hill Siege,” Program on Extremism, accessed November 7, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/Capitol-Hill-Siege.;  “Capitol Hill Siege,” Program on Extremism, accessed 
November 7, 2022. https://extremism.gwu.edu/capitol-hill-siege-cases.  

Exhibit N, 000002 of 114



subject, have been consistently cited by Congressional staffs on both sides of the aisle, 
and been used in hundreds of media reports related to January 6.2  

Through my management of this repository and authorship of accompanying research 
products, I have produced numerous articles, op-eds, and conducted dozens of 
interviews on the events of January 6, the groups and individuals involved, legal 
proceedings against defendants, and the broader domestic violent extremist landscape.3

With respect to the Oath Keepers and their role in the attack on the U.S. Capitol on 
January 6, 2021, I have produced written testimony for the Alaska House Military and 
Veterans' Affairs Committee as well as a Statement for the Record on the evolution of 
the Oath Keepers for the Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the 
United States Capitol.4 In each of those written products, as within this expert report, I 
have considered a voluminous amount of primary source evidence, including all 
pertinent court records for the 33 Oath Keepers members charged for their criminal 
conduct on January 6. Further, I have reviewed research products and investigative 
reporting related to subjects including the Oath Keepers organization, its history of 
offline mobilization and online activity, its membership, criminal conduct by members 
of the group prior to and during January 6, and relationships between the Oath Keepers 

 
2 See, for example: Pete Williams, “FBI still after 'worst of the worst' in Capitol riot as new arrests come at 
steady pace,” NBC News, May 6, 2021. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/fbi-still-
after-worst-worst-capitol-riot-new-arrests-come-n1266580. Carolyn Presutti, “Questions Linger About 
Jan. 6 Capitol Riot,” Voice of America News, June 4, 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/usa_questions-
linger-about-jan-6-capitol-riot/6206592.html.  
3 See, for example: "This is Our House!": A Preliminary Assessment of the Capitol Hill Siege 
Participants, Program on Extremism, March 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/This-Is-Our-House.pdf.; "This is the Aftermath": 
Assessing DVE One Year After the Capitol Siege, Program on Extremism, January 6, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/This%20is%20the%20Aftermath.pdf.; "The 
Capitol mob’s gleeful selfies are easy to mock. They’re also a warning sign.," The Washington Post, 
January 19, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/01/19/rioters-incompetent-fbi-
arrests/.; “Take Nothing But Pictures, Leave Nothing But (Digital) Footprints”: Social Media Evidence 
From the US Capitol Siege Perpetrators," Global Network on Extremism and Technology, January 25, 
2021. https://gnet-research.org/2021/01/25/take-nothing-but-pictures-leave-nothing-but-digital-
footprints-social-media-evidence-from-the-us-capitol-siege-perpetrators/.; "The Oath Keepers Nexus to 
January 6," CTC Sentinel 14 (10), December 22, 2021. https://ctc.usma.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-
role-in-the-january-6-insurrection/.; "Oath Keepers leader indictment just the tip of a scary iceberg," NBC 
News, January 17, 2022. https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/oath-keepers-leader-indictment-just-
tip-scary-iceberg-ncna1287555.; "The dangerous evolution of the Oath Keepers — and leader Stewart 
Rhodes," NBC News, July 14, 2022. https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/january-6-hearings-oath-
keepers-testimony-revealed-dangerous-pivot-rcna38130.  
4 Statement for the record prepared for the Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the 
United States Capitol: The Role of the Oath Keepers in the January 6 Insurrection, June 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Lewis%20J6%20Statement%20-
%20The%20Role%20of%20the%20Oath%20Keepers%20in%20the%20January%20Insurrection.pdf.; 
Testimony before the Alaska House Military and Veterans' Affairs Committee: The Role of the Oath 
Keepers in the January 6 Attack on the United States Capitol, February 10, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/The%20Role%20of%20the%20Oath%20Keepers
%20in%20the%20January%206%20Attack%20on%20the%20United%20States%20Capitol%20Lewis%2
0Testimony%2002102022.pdf.  
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and other violent extremist organizations or movements. An accounting of the materials 
reviewed and relied upon for this expert report can be found in Section IV.   

I have not previously testified as an expert witness at trial or by deposition. My entire 
CV is attached as Exhibit 1.

III. COMPENSATION 

I am being compensated by the Northern Justice Project LLC at a rate of $150 per hour 
for my consulting services and for authoring this report. To date, I have spent 27 hours 
on this case.  
 

IV. STATEMENT OF OPINIONS 
 

Background and Overview of the Oath Keepers: 

The Oath Keepers group is an anti-government, anti-authority, right-wing extremist 
organization that was formed in 2009 by Elmer Stewart Rhodes. Since its inception, the 
group has been primarily focused on conflict with a federal government it perceives to 
be inherently tyrannical.5 While the federal government and its representatives have 
long been the most significant target for the rhetoric and activities of the Oath Keepers, 
key members and affiliates of the group have held white supremacist beliefs and 
promoted racist and antisemitic conspiracy theories.6 As one of the most prominent 
organizations within the Patriot/Militia movement, the Oath Keepers have grown to 
embody the increasingly aggressive and resurgent anti-government landscape in the 
United States.7  

 
5 Josh Lederman, “The founder of a far-right militia once warned of federal tyranny. Then came Trump.” 
NBC News, February 2, 2021. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/founder-far-right-
militia-once-warned-federal-tyranny-then-came-n1256546.  
6  Insight derived from author’s review of chat logs, social media activity, and individuals’ comments 
associated with the Oath Keepers. This intersection of anti-government ideology with racist or nativist 
sentiments is a feature of right-wing extremism, and specifically the patriot/militia movement that the 
Oath Keepers represent, in the United States today. Sam Jackson, “A Schema of Right-Wing Extremism in 
the United States,” ICCT, October 2019. 
https://icct.nl/app/uploads/2019/11/ASchemaofRWEXSamJackson-1.pdf.; Sam Jackson, Oath Keepers: 
Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a Right-Wing Antigovernment Group. (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 2020). 
7 Mark Pitcavage, “Surveying the Landscape of the American Far Right,” Program on Extremism at George 
Washington University, August 2019. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Surveying%20The%20Landscape%20of%20the%
20American%20Far%20Right_0.pdf.  
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The Oath Keepers actively and explicitly seek to recruit current and formerly serving 
military, police, and first responders.8 The founding ethos of the group has long been 
used as a recruitment tool, as figures like Rhodes have continually sought to paint the 
Oath Keepers’ mission as an extension of the oaths taken by these target groups.9

Through this strategy, Rhodes, himself discharged from the military due to injury, has 
been able to fill the ranks of the Oath Keepers with likeminded individuals who have 
experience deemed valuable by the group. 10 in an ecosystem dominated by fear of an 
overreaching federal government in a time of economic and societal uncertainty, Rhodes 
attempted to appeal to the Constitution and traditional patriotic values.11  

This represented both a personal fixation of Rhodes, who reportedly long remained 
unsatisfied with his separation from the military, as well as a strategic one – Rhodes 
prudently recognized the value of trained, loyal supporters with some form of tactical or 
firearms experience, comfortable with a strict hierarchy and familiar with the military-
style operations and communications Rhodes engaged in with the Oath Keepers.   

While the Oath Keepers are a hierarchical organization with a national leadership 
council, state and county chapters, and local branches, the group is very much shaped in 
Rhodes’ image. Since the group’s inception, individual chapters and branches are 
afforded a degree of autonomy with respect to local mobilization, but the national-level 
mobilization has typically been driven by Rhodes through his public calls to action. 12

This has been the case for many of the most significant and notable instances of Oath 
Keepers mobilization since their inception, including the Bundy Ranch Standoff and 
Ferguson protests in 2014 and the attack on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. 

Rhodes, a former attorney disbarred by the Montana Supreme Court in 2015,13 crafted 
bylaws which enshrine Rhodes as permanent head of the Oath Keepers.14 The bylaws 
denote that “For so long as the Founder [Rhodes] is living, is not incompetent and has 

 
8 “Extremism in American Law Enforcement: Far Greater Transparency, Accountability Needed,” Anti-
Defamation League, May 3, 2022. https://www.adl.org/resources/reports/extremism-in-american-law-
enforcement-far-greater-transparency-accountability.  
9 “The Oath Keepers Data Leak: Unmasking Extremism in Public Life.” Anti-Defamation League, 
September 6, 2022. https://www.adl.org/resources/report/oath-keepers-data-leak-unmasking-
extremism-public-life.  
10 Drew F. Lawrence, “What the Military Records of the Oath Keepers' Leader Actually Say About His 
Service,” Military.com, May 6, 2022. https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/05/06/he-hinted-
hardened-service-oath-keepers-leaders-military-records-dont-back.html. 
11 “Extremism in American Law Enforcement: Far Greater Transparency, Accountability Needed,” 2022.  
12 Ella Lee, “Oath Keepers trial: Messages after 2020 election show plans for armed confrontation in 
D.C.,” October 4, 2022. https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/10/04/oath-keepers-trial-
rhodes/8177695001/.  
13 “Order” In the Matter of Elmer S. Rhodes, Supreme Court of Montana, December 8, 2015. 
https://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/294380213. 
“Bylaws of Oath Keepers,” Oath Keepers, 2009. Available at  
https://web.archive.org/web/20100419123155/http://oathkeepers.org:80/oath/bylaws-of-oath-
keepers/.  
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not “resigned,” is permanently the Chairman of the Board of the Oath Keepers entity 
incorporated in the State of Nevada.15  

The founding documents also evidenced the highly conspiratorial and paranoid thinking 
promoted by Rhodes – and by extension his anti-government organization. A March 
2009 article on the Oath Keepers website titled “Orders We Will Not Obey” listed 10 
orders which underscore the singular fixation with an impending conflict between 
patriots and agents of the government, claiming the group will not obey any order to: 16  

“Disarm the American people.” 
 “Conduct warrantless searches of the American people, their homes, vehicles, 

papers, or effects -- such as warrantless house-to house searches for weapons or 
persons.” 

 “Detain American citizens as ‘unlawful enemy combatants’ or to subject them to 
trial by military tribunal.” 

 “Impose martial law or a ‘state of emergency’ on a state, or to enter with force 
into a state, without the express consent and invitation of that state’s legislature 
and governor.” 

 “Invade and subjugate any state that asserts its sovereignty and declares the 
national government to be in violation of the compact by which that state entered 
the Union.” 

 “Blockade American cities, thus turning them into giant concentration camps.” 
 “Force American citizens into any form of detention camps under any pretext.” 
 “Assist or support the use of any foreign troops on U.S. soil against the American 

people to ‘keep the peace’ or to ‘maintain control’ during any emergency, or 
under any other pretext. We will consider such use of foreign troops against our 
people to be an invasion and an act of war.” 

 “Confiscate the property of the American people, including food and other 
essential supplies, under any emergency pretext whatsoever.” 

 “Infringe on the right of the people to free speech, to peaceably assemble, and to 
petition their government for a redress of grievances.” 

While key members of the group would ironically later obey an order to invade the 
District of Columbia, these imagined orders are emblematic of the state of mind of 
Rhodes (and embraced by his loyal followers and supporters from the outset): a 
paranoid individual convinced that government tanks would soon roll into small towns 
across America to disarm patriots and move them to U.N.-run detention camps. All 
public statements by Rhodes and other Oath Keepers should be understood through this 
lens: violent conspiracy theories are a feature, not a bug.  

 
15 Ibid.  
16 “Orders We Will Not Obey” Oath Keepers, March 3, 2009. Available at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20100407165028/http://oathkeepers.org/oath/2009/03/03/declaration-
of-orders-we-will-not-obey/.  
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it is important to understand and recognize the language and rhetoric that has been 
used by the group and its leadership – both in public and in private – in the build-up to 
instances of Oath Keeper mobilization, and how it often contrasts with their actions in 
those flashpoints. The group has consistently attempted to frame their activities as 
defensive in nature, asserting that their mobilization is aimed at providing security or 
serving as some form of peacekeepers. Their history of symbolic posturing against 
government and law enforcement has long been characterized by a desire to engage in 
low-risk brinkmanship that allows them to enhance the Oath Keepers brand while 
minimizing legal risks and federal responses to the organization. This was the case in 
Ferguson, Missouri, in 2014 and 2015, when armed Oath Keepers appeared during 
protests. Carrying rifles and pistols, they deployed to rooftops in an apparent attempt to 
defend businesses from any potential threat.17 Local law enforcement described their 
presence as “both unnecessary and inflammatory.”18   

The Oath Keepers’ brinkmanship evolved in the aftermath of the 2016 election, as 
Rhodes recognized the inherent value in aligning his group with a wide range of right-
wing conspiracies such as election fraud. His group traveled to Washington, D.C. for the 
2016 inauguration, prepared to serve as a security element against the perceived threat 
of antifa to the events of the day. In the years that followed, Rhodes began to align 
himself more openly and fervently with conspiracies that had found purchase within 
significant elements of the right-wing ecosystem, embracing unfounded narratives 
surrounding immigration, globalism and Marxism, BLM, Antifa, and any other groups 
they perceived as enemies of the state. This worldview quickly permeated throughout 
the Oath Keepers organization, providing Rhodes with foot soldiers who were loyal to an 
organization that had coalesced around his cult of personality. 

Legal Status of the Oath Keepers defendants in the January 6 Prosecutions:  

To date, 33 members or affiliates of the group have been charged for their role in the 
events of January 6: 12 for engaging in a seditious conspiracy, and another 12 for 
conspiring to obstruct the congressional proceeding during which the electoral results 
were due to be certified. At the time of writing, 9 of the 33 have pleaded guilty, including 
7 for their role in these connected conspiracies. 

Prior to the arrest and indictment of Stewart Rhodes in January 2022, the Oath 
Keepers’ conspiracy prosecution under 18 U.S.C. § 37119 had been centered around the 

 
17 Terrance McCoy, “The Oath Keepers: The little-known militia now roaming the streets of Ferguson,” 
The Washington Post, https://www-washingtonpost-com.proxygw.wrlc.org/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/12/01/the-oath-keepers-the-militant-militia-now-roaming-the-streets-of-ferguson/.; Sarah 
Larimer and Abby Phillip, “Who are the Oath Keepers, and why has the armed group returned to 
Ferguson?” The Washington Post, August 11, 2015. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2015/08/11/who-are-the-oath-keepers-and-why-has-the-armed-group-returned-to-ferguson/. 
18 Nigel Duara, “‘Oath Keepers’ with rifles roam among Ferguson protesters, raising concerns,” Los 
Angeles Times, August 11, 2015. https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-ferguson-oath-keepers-
20150811-story.html. 
19 18 U.S. Code § 371 – “Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud United States,” Cornell Law School. 
Accessed November 8, 2022. https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/371.  
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obstruction of the official proceeding, with the lead charge of 18 U.S.C. § 1512(c)(2).20

The arrest of Stewart Rhodes and Edward Vallejo led to the indictment of 11 key 
members of the Oath Keepers (9 of whom had previously been indicted on 1512 
conspiracy charges) on multiple overlapping conspiracies, including Seditious 
Conspiracy (18 U.S.C. §2384), Conspiracy to Obstruct an Official Proceeding (18 U.S.C. 
§1512(k)), Obstruction of an Official Proceeding and Aiding and Abetting 18 U.S.C. 
§1512(c)(2), 2) and Conspiracy to Prevent an Officer from Discharging Any Duties (18 
U.S.C. §372.)21  

Seven total Oath Keepers have pleaded guilty to their role in elements of these 
conspiracies. Four Oath Keepers charged as part of the Obstruction Conspiracy pleaded 
guilty prior to Rhodes’ arrest in January 2022: 

 Graydon Young22  
 Mark Grods23  
 Caleb Berry24  
 Jason Dolan25  

 
20 18 U.S. Code § 1512 -  “Tampering with a witness, victim, or an informant,” Cornell Law School. 
Accessed November 8, 2022. https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512.; At the time of writing, 
54 Capitol Siege defendants have pleaded guilty to or been convicted by trial on charges which included 
1512. For more on the basis for the 1512(c)(2) charge in this context, see: Zoe Tillman, “ Jan. 6 Defendants 
Keep Losing Challenges To A Felony Charged In Hundreds Of Cases,” Buzzfeed News, February 3, 2022. 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/zoetillman/january-6-riot-felony-obstruction-charges.  
21 “Indictment,” USA v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes et al., District of Columbia, January 12, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20al%20Indictment.pdf.; 18 U.S. 
Code § 2384 -  “Seditious Conspiracy,” Cornell Law School. Accessed November 8, 2022. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2384.; 18 U.S. Code § 372 - Conspiracy to impede or injure 
officer– “Conspiracy to commit offense or to defraud United States,” Cornell Law School. Accessed 
November 8, 2022. https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/372.;  18 U.S. Code § 1512 -  “Tampering 
with a witness, victim, or an informant,” Cornell Law School. Accessed November 8, 2022. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512 
22 “Plea Agreement,” USA v. Graydon Young, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%20Young%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.; 
“Statement of Offense,” USA v. Graydon Young, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%20Young%20Statement%20of%20Offe
nse.pdf. “Transcript of Plea Agreement Hearing Proceedings,” USA v. Graydon Young, District of 
Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%20Young%20Plea%20Hearing%20Tra
nscript.pdf. 
23 “Plea Agreement,” USA v. Mark Grods, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20Grods%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.;  
“Statement of Offense,” USA v. Mark Grods, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20Grods%20Statement%20of%20Offense.
pdf. 
24 “Plea Agreement,” USA v. Caleb Berry, District of Columbia, 2021. Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caleb%20Berry%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.; 
“Statement of Offense,” USA v. Caleb Berry, District of Columbia, 2021. Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caleb%20Berry%20Statement%20of%20Offense.
pdf. 
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Three additional Oath Keepers pleaded guilty to Seditious Conspiracy charges in Spring 
2022.  

 Joshua James and Brian Ulrich, had been initially charged in 2021 as part of the 
Obstruction Conspiracy before being indicted alongside Rhodes on Seditious 
Conspiracy Charges.26  

 A third, William Todd Wilson, was charged by Information and pleaded guilty to 
charges of Seditious Conspiracy and Obstruction of an Official Proceeding.27 

Nine Oath Keepers defendants have pleaded not guilty to charges of Seditious 
Conspiracy. A jury trial is ongoing in the District of Columbia for five members of the 
seditious conspiracy plot: 

 Elmer Stewart Rhodes 
 Kelly Meggs 
 Kenneth Harrelson
 Jessica Watkins 

Thomas Caldwell

A second tranche of four seditious conspiracy defendants are tentatively scheduled for 
trial in late November: 

 Roberto Minuta 
 Joseph Hackett 
 David Moerschel 
 Edward Vallejo

25 “Plea Agreement,” USA v. Jason Dolan, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20Dolan%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.; 
“Statement of Offense,” USA v. Jason Dolan, District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20Dolan%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf 
26 Plea Agreement,” USA v. Joshua James, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Joshua%20James%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.; 
Statement of Offense,” USA v. Joshua James, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Joshua%20James%20Statement%20of%20Offen
se.pdf.;  “Plea Agreement,” USA v. Brian Ulrich, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20Ulrich%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.; 
“Statement of Offense,” Statement of Offense,” USA v. Brian Ulrich, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20Ulrich%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf. 
27 “Information,” USA v. William Todd Wilson, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%20Todd%20Wilson%20Information.pdf
.; “Plea Agreement,” USA v. William Todd Wilson, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%20Todd%20Wilson%20Plea%20Agreem
ent.pdf.;  “Statement of Offense,” Statement of Offense,” USA v. William Todd Wilson, District of 
Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%20Todd%20Wilson%20Statement%20o
f%20Offense.pdf.  
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The remaining eight indicted Obstruction Conspiracy defendants have a trial scheduled 
to begin in February 2023:  

 Donovan Crowl
Sandra Parker

 Bennie Parker
 Laura Steele
 Connie Meggs
 William Isaacs 
 James Beeks 
 Michael Greene 

Nine additional Oath Keepers members or affiliates have been charged with non-
conspiracy felony or misdemeanor offenses related to their conduct at the U.S. Capitol 
on January 6, 2021. This includes Oath Keepers General Counsel – and Acting President 
in the immediate aftermath of Rhodes’ arrest – Kellye SoRelle.28  

The Path to the Capitol: The Evolution of the Oath Keepers and their Anti-Democratic 
Supporters 

Throughout 2020, the Oath Keepers increasingly assumed an openly hostile stance 
toward the political status quo in the United States. This hostile stance was largely 
predicated on the embrace of the “Stop the Steal” conspiracy theory, defined by the 
belief that President Biden illegitimately won the 2020 Presidential Election due to 
fraudulent vote tallies.  

On October 27, 2020, Stewart Rhodes appeared on conspiracy theorist and radio host 
Alex Jones’ program and made numerous statements that are illustrative of his state of 
mind in the days leading up to the 2020 Presidential Election, as well as his deep 
embrace of conspiracy theories and disinformation propagated by the right-wing media 
ecosystem. 

Rhodes claimed that the Oath Keepers were concerned about a “Benghazi-style attack” 
on election night against the White House, and that some of his “best men” would be 
“posted outside of D.C.” and “within range.”29 He called for President Trump to invoke 

 
28 “Indictment,” USA v. Kellye SoRelle, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Kellye%20SoRelle%20Indictment.pdf.; 
Dickinson, Tim. 2022. “Oath Keepers Lawyer Takes Over as Acting Leader of Militia With Stewart Rhodes 
in 
Jail.” Rolling Stone. January 14, 2022. https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kellye-
sorelle-oathkeeper-acting-president-1284985/.; Kelly Weill, “Oath Keepers’ Best New Hope Is a Lawyer 
Who Cites ‘Lord of the Rings’,” Daily Beast, April 2, 2021. https://www.thedailybeast.com/oath-keepers-
best-new-hope-is-a-lawyer-who-cites-lord-of-the-rings.; Dan Friedman, “FBI Seizes Oath Keeper 
Lawyer’s Phone in “Seditious Conspiracy” Investigation,” Mother Jones, September 9, 2021. 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/09/fbi-oath-keepers-lawyer-phone-seditious-conspiracy-
january-6/.  
29 Timothy Johnson, “Militia leader Stewart Rhodes says that his group will be at polling locations and is 
ready to kill Democrats,” Media Matters for America, October 28, 2021. 
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the Insurrection Act before the election in order to stay in power, declared that a civil 
war between the right and the left was imminent, and that “we have 14 million veterans, 
I believe, at least, a massive pool of combat veterans who are awake and aware.”30

In the GoTo Meeting held on November 9, 2020, as the election results were being 
finalized, Rhodes made numerous remarks that evidence support for Stop the Steal and 
QAnon conspiracy theories. This meeting transcript includes comments from Rhodes 
claiming Trump should declassify documents regarding “some pedophile who’s in 
Congress and then another one and put the videos online and let the people watch 
them.”31 He expressed his views that if Biden “manages to crawl into the White House, 
he'll be a puppet. But our message will be, we're not going to let that happen, and we 
have to propel Trump to do what he can.”32 He went on to state that “once he [Trump] 
discloses the first handful of pedophiles who are in office, the avalanche can keep on 
coming, and the people will turn against the deep state.”33 Rhodes went on to express 
his view, which would be repeated frequently over the coming months, that the Oath 
Keepers were calling “on him to do what needs to be done to save our country,” warning 
that if he did not, “you’re going to be in a bloody, bloody civil war, and a bloody –you 
can call it an insurrection or you can call it a guerilla fight.”34 

From the Election to January 6  

Preparations for the Oath Keepers’ operation at the U.S. Capitol began as early as 
November 5, 2020, when Rhodes sent a message on the encrypted messaging 
application Signal to an invite-only Oath Keepers group chat titled ‘Leadership intel 
sharing secured’, in which he urged his followers to refuse to accept the election result. 
In these messages, Rhodes continued to articulate to his fellow Oath Keepers that 
violence was necessary, stating, “We aren’t getting through this without a civil war. Too 
late for that. Prepare your mind, body, spirit.”35 

According to the charging documents, plea agreements, and evidence presented in trial, 
Rhodes held this private virtual meeting with Oath Keepers members on November 9, 
2020, telling those in attendance that “we’re going to defend the president, the duly 
elected president, and we call on him to do what needs to be done to save our country.” 
During this meeting, Rhodes outlined a plan to stop the lawful transfer of presidential 

https://www.mediamatters.org/infowars/militia-leader-stewart-rhodes-says-his-group-will-be-polling-
locations-and-ready-kill.  
30 Ibid.  
31 The transcript was introduced as an exhibit in Oath Keeper Edward Vallejo’s Motion for Pretrial 
Release. “Exhibit 10, Motion for Pretrial Release,” USA v. Edward Vallejo, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/GoToMeeting%20Transcript.pdf.  
32 Ibid.  
33 Ibid.  
34 Ibid. 
35 Colleen Long, “For Oath Keepers and founder, Jan. 6 was weeks in the making,” AP News, January 16, 
2022. https://apnews.com/article/capitol-siege-oath-keepers-stewart-rhodes-
0c30d5cb0724c623a27f2eb39da20285.;  “Indictment,” USA v. Stewart Rhodes et al., District of 
Columbia, 2022.  
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20al%20Indictment.pdf.  
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power, “including preparations for the use of force, and urged those listening to 
participate.” In the transcript of the call introduced by Edward Vallejo, Rhodes detailed 
plans for an armed Quick Reaction Force (QRF) designed to remain outside 
Washington, D.C. in anticipation of being called into the District in the event of 
escalation.36 This private planning aligned with his public rhetoric, which was evident at 
the Jericho March in Washington, D.C., on December 12, 2020, as Rhodes repeated 
some of his private comments during a speech in which he publicly called on President 
Trump to invoke the Insurrection Act to remain in power, threatening that if he did not 
do so, the Oath Keepers would be forced to engage in a “‘much more desperate [and] 
much more bloody war’ to ensure that outcome.”37  

On December 14, 2020, Rhodes published a letter on the Oath Keepers website 
advocating for the use of force to stop the lawful transfer of presidential power.38 In this 
letter, titled “Open Letter to President Trump: You Must Use Insurrection Act to ‘Stop 
the Steal’ and Defeat the Coup,” Rhodes tapped into the very rhetoric that the Oath 
Keepers had leveraged for propaganda for years. He called on President Trump to honor 
the oath he took to the Constitution upon being sworn in, referencing as a fact that if he 
failed to act, he would leave “We the People to fight a desperate revolution/civil war 
against an illegitimate usurper and his Chicom puppet regime?”39 

It is worth highlighting in detail the range of conspiracies introduced in the course of 
this open letter. The crux of Rhodes’ letter calls for the invocation of the Insurrection 
Act and to declare that “an insurrection, rebellion, and coup to be in effect by domestic 
enemies of the U.S. Constitution and traitors who are in collusion with and/or acting as 
agents of a foreign enemy (specifically Communist China, but also other known or 
unknown foreign enemies) and to call up the militia (including the National Guard, us 
veterans, and patriotic Americans of military age) and US military to suppress the 
insurrection.”40  

However, the letter goes further: calling on Trump to: 

 Order the United States Special Operations Command (SOCOM) to “seize all 
databases of the CIA, FBI, NSA, DNI, etc and the records held by all state 
electoral systems and administrators.”  

 Order a mass declassification of “the dirty secrets” and evidence of crimes by “all 
the corrupt and compromised elites” to expose them all, “especially to expose 

 
36 USA v. Edward Vallejo, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/GoToMeeting%20Transcript.pdf. 
37 “Pro-Trump Rallies in DC Attract Extremists & Erupt into Violence,” Anti-Defamation League, 
December 13, 2020. https://www.adl.org/blog/pro-trump-rallies-in-dc-attract-extremists-erupt-into-
violence.  
38 Stewart Rhodes, “Open Letter to President Trump,” Oathkeepers.org, December 14, 2020. Available at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20210126004238/https://oathkeepers.org/2020/12/open-letter-to-
president-trump-you-must-use-insurrection-act-to-stop-the-steal-and-defeat-the-coup/.  
39 Ibid.  
40 Ibid.  
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their treason and their willing service to communist china and other foreign 
powers, as spies, agents, and puppets.” 

 Order a massive public “Wikileaks” style data-dump, pardon and free Julian 
Assange “and ask him to assist in this massive data-dump public disclosure.”  

 Fire Attorney General Bill Barr, FBI Director Christopher Wray, appoint a special 
prosecutor and task force to “investigate and indict all those involved in the vote 
fraud and to go after the Deep State from top to bottom.” 

 Order the U.S. Military “to go to Defcon 2, or even Defcon 1, to defend our nation 
from external threats while we suppress this internal insurrection.”  

 Call the militia into federal service 
 Conduct a clean election/clean up our corrupted and compromised election 

system 

Rhodes ends this first open letter by exhorting Trump again to invoke the Insurrection 
Act, and telling him that “millions of American military and law enforcement veterans, 
and many millions more loyal patriotic American gun owners stand ready to answer 
your call to arms, and to obey your orders to get this done.”41 

In a second open letter on December 23, 2020, Rhodes repeated many of the arguments 
in his first letter from a week earlier. He claimed that “tens of thousands of patriot 
Americans, both veterans and non-veterans, will already be in Washington, D.C. and 
many of us will have our mission critical gear stowed nearby just outside D.C., and we 
will answer the call right then and there, if you call on us.”42 He argued once again for 
the invocation of the Insurrection Act, the calling of all patriotic Americans of military 
age into service, and for a new, ‘clean’ election to be held.43 

Notably, Rhodes continually connected Oath Keepers mobilization to Washington, D.C. 
on January 6, 2021, with an expectation that President Trump would invoke the 
Insurrection Act and call in the Oath Keepers as a militia. Rhodes additionally 
attempted to publicly argue that the invocation of the Insurrection Act was a 
constitutional step well within the powers provided to the executive branch, with the 
natural extension of this argument being that any actions by the Oath Keepers in 
response to these potential actions would be similarly lawful, legal, and constitutional.44  

Rhodes envisioned a significant presence by Antifa members at the U.S. Capitol on 
January 6, and indicated this would serve as the “reason and rationale for dropping the 

 
41 Ibid.  
42 Stewart Rhodes, “Open Letter to President Trump, Part II: Act Now! Do NOT Wait for Jan 6,” 
Oathkeepers.org, December 23, 2020. Available at 
https://web.archive.org/web/20210110205100/https://oathkeepers.org/2020/12/open-letter-to-
president-trump-part-ii-act-now-do-not-wait-for-jan-6/.  
43 Ibid.  
44 This defense strategy has served as the basis for many of the arguments introduced to date by defense 
counsel in the ongoing seditious conspiracy trial. See Mike Giglio, “The Oath Keepers’ Radical Legal 
Defense of January 6th,” The New Yorker, October 1, 2022. https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-
desk/the-oath-keepers-radical-legal-defense-of-january-6th.  
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Insurrection Act.”45 In this hypothetical scenario, according to Rhodes, the President 
would “call us up as the militia” and a contingent of armed members of the Oath 
Keepers positioned outside of Washington, D.C. would travel into the District and to the
Capitol. On January 4, 2021, Rhodes posted another article on the Oath Keepers 
website, claiming that, “It is CRITICAL that all patriots who can be in DC get to DC to 
stand tall in support of President Trump’s fight to defeat the enemies foreign and 
domestic who are attempting a coup, through the massive vote fraud and related attacks 
on our Republic. We Oath Keepers are honor-bound and eager to be there in strength to 
do our part.”46 

The Oath Keepers’ Seditious Conspiracy

According to federal indictments and plea documents, by January 4 and 5, 2021, 
members of the Oath Keepers’ January 6 conspiracy planned and executed travel to the 
Washington, D.C., area. Upon arrival, multiple Oath Keepers are seen dropping off 
firearms, ammunition, and related items at the hotel used by the Quick Reaction Force 
in Ballston, Virginia. Several Oath Keepers also took their firearms and ammunition to 
the Hilton Garden Inn in Vienna, Virginia, where Rhodes and several coconspirators 
were staying on January 5, 2021.47 Rhodes himself spent tens of thousands of dollars on 
firearms and firearms components on his drive from Texas to Washington, D.C.48

On the morning of January 6, 2021, Oath Keepers defendants traveled to meeting points 
in Washington, D.C. Some members of the group had been recruited to provide security 
for rally V.I.P.’s, namely Roger Stone, and traveled to the Willard Hotel the morning of 
the 6th.49 As the speeches at the Ellipse drew to a close and members of the crowd began 

 
45 “Fifth Superseding Indictment,” USA v. Thomas Caldwell et al., District of Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%20al%20Fifth%20Superseding%
20Indictment.pdf.; Alanna Durkin Richer and Lindsay Whitehurst, “Oath Keepers founder: Be ‘ready to 
fight’ after Trump loss,” The Associated Press, October 4, 2022. https://apnews.com/article/capitol-
siege-biden-presidential-elections-conspiracy-election-2020-63fa0f7e428f3305b0be21551e342ae5.  
46 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.” United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et al., District of 
Columbia, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%20al%20Sixth%20Superseding%
20Indictment.pdf.  
47 “Statement of Offense,” USA v. Brian Ulrich, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20Ulrich%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf.; “Statement of Offense,” USA v. Jason Dolan, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20Dolan%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf. 
48 Kyle Cheney, “Oath Keeper describes group’s large weapons cache ahead of Jan. 6,” Politico, October 
12, 2022. https://www.politico.com/news/2022/10/12/oath-keeper-weapons-firearms-jan-6-hotel-
00061449.  
49 Audrey Ash and Marshall Cohen, “Alleged Oath Keeper charged in Capitol riot chauffeured Roger 
Stone, FBI agent says,” CNN, https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/11/politics/roger-stone/index.html.; Pilar 
Melendez, “A Roger Stone Bodyguard Just Became a Federal Witness to the Capitol Riots,” Daily Beast, 
March 2, 2022. https://www.thedailybeast.com/joshua-james-roger-stone-bodyguard-and-oath-keeper-
set-to-plead-guilty-in-capitol-riot.; Matthew Kriner and Jon Lewis, “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in 
the January 6 Insurrection.” Combating Terrorism Center Sentinel 14 (10): 1-18. December 2021. 
https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-role-in-the-january-6-insurrection/.  
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to make their way towards restricted Capitol grounds, Oath Keepers members began to 
mobilize towards the Capitol. The first breach of restricted Capitol grounds that day is 
alleged to have taken place at approximately 1:15 PM. Around 1:30 PM, upon receiving a 
message in the Oath Keepers internal Signal chat for group leadership (Leadership Intel 
Chat) that Antifa had breached the Capitol, Rhodes allegedly replied, “Nope. I’m right 
here. These are Patriots.” Shortly after, Rhodes made the claim that “Pence is doing 
nothing. As I predicted. All I see Trump doing is complaining. I see no intent by him to 
do anything. So the patriots are taking it into their own hands. They’ve had enough.”50

After seeing Rhodes’ message, members of the security detail left the Mayflower Hotel 
and traveled to the Capitol on golf carts.51 Around 2 PM, Rhodes, William Wilson, 
Operations leader Michael Greene, and others bypassed barricades and unlawfully 
entered restricted Capitol grounds. Rhodes, as they moved onto Capitol grounds, noted 
that they were in the midst of a “civil war.”52 Wilson, armed with a pocket knife, enters 
the Capitol at 2:34 PM, the first Oath Keeper to do so.53 He enters the Capitol in an 
effort to gather intelligence and disturb the Congressional proceeding taking place.54

Throughout this period, numerous calls are exchanged between Rhodes, Operations 
Leader Michael Greene, and Florida Oath Keeper Kelly Meggs. Minutes later, by 2:32 
PM, Meggs and numerous co-defendants formed ‘Stack One,’ a column of “individuals 
wearing Oath Keepers clothing, patches, insignia, and battle gear” that allegedly 
maneuvered in an organized fashion up the east side of the Capitol in a now 
recognizable image from the day.55 

As Stack One entered the Capitol, several Oath Keepers moved deeper into the building 
“toward the House of Representatives in search of Speaker Pelosi.”56 This piece of 
information was a key addition to the government’s case, making a direct connection 
between the stated goal of the Oath Keepers that day and their actions in furtherance of 
their goal to prevent the peaceful transfer of presidential power, through force. 

The group of Oath Keepers from the Mayflower Hotel arrived in golf carts, and by 3:00
PM began moving up the east side steps of the Capitol in Stack formation, forcibly 

 
50 “Statement of Offense,” USA v. Brian Ulrich, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20Ulrich%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf.  
51 Ibid. 
52 “Statement of Offense,” USA v. William Todd Wilson, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%20Todd%20Wilson%20Statement%20o
f%20Offense.pdf.  
53 Ibid.  
54 Ibid.  
55 Kriner, Matt, and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” ; 
Spencer S. Hsu, Spencer S. 2021. “Latest alleged Oath Keeper arrested in Capitol riot turned over body 
armor and firearm.” Washington Post, July 2, 2021. 
56 Indictment,” USA v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes et al., District of Columbia, January 12, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20al%20Indictment.pdf.; The 
Role of the Oath Keepers in the January 6 Insurrection, June 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Lewis%20J6%20Statement%20-
%20The%20Role%20of%20the%20Oath%20Keepers%20in%20the%20January%20Insurrection.pdf.  
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entering the Capitol around 3:15 PM through the same east side Rotunda doors that 
Stack One had recently entered.57 Both Stack One and Stack Two were able to occupy 
sections of the building, largely the Rotunda and immediate surrounding hallways, 
before law enforcement regained control of the building. Several defendants were 
pushed out of the building with chemical irritant spray deployed by law enforcement. 58

Rhodes gathered his co-conspirators on Capitol grounds in the aftermath of the groups’ 
exit from the building. The statement of offense from one cooperating defendant claims 
that Rhodes “seemed pleased” that the defendant and other Oath Keepers had entered 
the Capitol, stating that “pissed off Patriots” were engaged in the still-unfolding attack 
on the U.S. Capitol.59

The group left Capitol grounds around 5:00 PM and traveled to the nearby Phoenix 
Hotel. In a private suite with William Wilson and other co-conspirators, Rhodes called 
an unknown individual and “repeatedly implore[d] the individual to tell President 
Trump to call upon groups like the Oath Keepers to forcibly oppose the transfer of 
power...after the call ended, Rhodes stated to the group, “I just want to fight.”60 

 

Aftermath 

Oath Keepers and their supporters, January 6 defendants, and Stop the Steal advocates
have presented a number of debunked conspiracy theories surrounding the events of 
January 6 and the criminal culpability of the Oath Keepers. Some have attempted to 
argue that the violence was committed by Antifa, or rogue F.B.I. agents or Capitol 
Police. Others have claimed that peaceful protestors were attempting to engage in 
constitutionally-protected speech and assembly, and that Capitol Police conspired to 
incite violence against rioters. The Department of Justice prosecution, which has 
charged more than 900 individuals and secured pleas or convictions in more than 470 
cases to date, has been painted as a witch hunt, a political persecution driven by 
partisanship.  

Having reviewed court records for each of the 900 cases, including for the 33 Oath 
Keepers charged to date, the evidence is clear: the Oath Keepers engaged in significant 
pre-planning for January 6, with a singular intent in mind - to disrupt the peaceful 
transfer of presidential power. Rhodes’ rhetoric consistently advocated for violence 
against political enemies, and the evidence makes clear that was not idle talk or 

 
57 “Statement of Offense,” USA v. Brian Ulrich, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20Ulrich%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf.; “Statement of Offense,” USA v. Jason Dolan, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20Dolan%20Statement%20of%20Offense
.pdf.  
58 Ibid.  
59 Statement of Offense,” USA v. William Todd Wilson, District of Columbia, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%20Todd%20Wilson%20Statement%20o
f%20Offense.pdf. 
60 Ibid.  
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hypothetical conversation – this was a violent attempt to engage in sedition against the 
government of the United States. Even if Rhodes’ public comments stopped just short of 
overtly calling for a civil war, members of the Oath Keepers understood what their 
orders were. Rhodes, and the organization that operates as an extension of his ideology 
and desires, conspired to prevent the peaceful transfer of presidential power.  

Three of Rhodes’ co-conspirators have pleaded guilty to 18 U.S.C. §2384 – Seditious 
Conspiracy. The text of this statute describes the seditious conspiracy consisting of “two 
or more persons in any State or Territory, or in any place subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States, conspire to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the 
Government of the United States, or to levy war against them, or to oppose by force the 
authority thereof, or by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any law of the 
United States, or by force to seize, take, or possess any property of the United States 
contrary to the authority thereof.”61 While Rhodes’ trial is ongoing, evidence presented 
by the government and information within the co-conspirators’ statements of offense 
paints a clear picture of a conspiracy led by Rhodes and executed by the organization he 
created. The Oath Keepers organization itself is a defendant in a civil suit brought by the 
Attorney General for the District of Columbia.62 This is not a case of rogue members of a 
group operating in contravention of orders – there are not ‘a few bad apples’ in an anti-
government group that is responsible for violent extremism before and during January 
6, 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
61 18 U.S. Code § 2384 -  “Seditious Conspiracy,” Cornell Law School. Accessed November 8, 2022. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2384 
62 Devlin Barrett, Tom Hamburger, and Rachel Weiner, “D.C. attorney general sues Proud Boys, Oath 
Keepers over Jan. 6 attack,” Washington Post, December 14, 2021. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/racine-jan-6-lawsuit/2021/12/14/4e581d00-5c51-
11ec-bda6-25c1f558dd09_story.html. 
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V. DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION CONSIDERED 

In formulating my expert opinions in this case, I reviewed and relied upon the following 
materials all of which are the types of materials that are reasonably relied upon by 
experts in my field: 
 

1. Documents filed by the parties in this lawsuit: 
 Plaintiff’s First Set of Discovery Requests for David Eastman, dated 

September 20, 2022.  
 Decision and Order Granting Motion for Preliminary Injunction, Denying 

Request to Remove Representative Eastman from the Ballot, and Ordering 
the Division to Delay Certifying Result for House District 27. Dated 
September 22, 2022.  

 Defendant David Eastman’s Response to Court’s 9/15/2022 Order, dated 
September 26, 2022.  

 Plaintiff’s Motion to Compel Discovery Responses, dated October 28, 
2022. 

o Exhibits 1-3 of Motion to Compel
2. Court documents - Seditious conspiracy case 

 Affidavit in Support of Criminal Complaint, USA v Thomas Caldwell, 
Donovan Ray Crowl, and Jessica Marie Watkins, Case No. 1:21-mj-
00119. 
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.dcd.226728/gov.usc
ourts.dcd.226728.1.1.pdf. 

 Motion and Memorandum in Support of Reconsideration of Detention, 
USA v. Thomas Edward Caldwell, Case No. 1-21-cr-00028. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Thomas%20Caldw
ell%20Motion%20and%20Memorandum%20in%20Support%20of%20Re
consideration%20of%20Detention.pdf.  

 Government’s Opposition to Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of 
Detention, USA v. Thomas Edward Caldwell, Case No. 1-21-cr-00028. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Thomas%20Caldw
ell%20Goverment%20Release%20Opposition%20Memo.pdf.  

 Seditious Conspiracy Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20
al%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Government’s Memorandum in Support of Motion of Detention, USA v. 
Edward Vallejo, Case No. 2:22-mj-05032. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Edward%20Vallej
o%20Government%20Detention%20Memorandum.pdf.  

 “Exhibit 10, Motion for Pretrial Release,” USA v. Edward Vallejo, Case No. 
1:22-cr-00015. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/GoToMeeting%20
Transcript.pdf. 
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 Government’s Memorandum in Support of Motion of Detention, USA v. 
Elmer Stewart Rhodes III, Case No. 4:22-mj-00011. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Stewart%20Rhode
s%20Government%20Detention%20Memorandum.pdf.  

 Memorandum Opinion and Order of Detention Pending Trial, USA v. 
Elmer Stewart Rhodes III, Case No. 4:22-mj-00011. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Stewart%20Rhode
s%20Detention%20Order.pdf.  

 Government’s Opposition to Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of 
Detention, USA v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III, Case No. 1:22-cr-00015. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Stewart%20Rhode
s%20Government%20Opposition%20to%20Defense%20Memorandum%
20in%20Support%20of%20Pretrial%20Release.pdf.  

 Defendant’s Memorandum in Support of Pre-Trial Release, USA v. Elmer 
Stewart Rhodes III, Case No. 1:22-cr-00015. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Stewart%20Rhode
s%20Defense%20Memorandum%20in%20Support%20of%20Pretrial%20
Release.pdf.  

3. Court documents - Obstruction conspiracy case
 Statement of Facts, USA v. James Beeks, Case No. 1:21-mj-00660. 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/James%20Beeks%
20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf.  

 Criminal Complaint, USA v. Kelly Meggs, Connie Meggs, Graydon Young, 
and Laura Steele. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Kelly%20Meggs%
20Connie%20Meggs%20Graydon%20Young%20Laura%20Steele%20Cri
minal%20Complaint.pdf.  

 Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20First%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Second Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20Second%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Third Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20Third%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Fourth Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20Fourth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Fifth Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20Fifth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf 

 Sixth Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%2
0al%20Sixth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  
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 Seventh Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Crowl%20et%20al
%20Seventh%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Eighth Superseding Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Crowl%20et%20al
%20Eighth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf. 

4. Court documents – Oath Keepers defendants who have pleaded guilty
 Caleb Berry (Case No. 1:21-cr-00460)

o Information 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caleb%20
Berry%20Information.pdf.  

o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caleb%20
Berry%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf. 

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caleb%20
Berry%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

 Jason Dolan (Case No’s Case No. 1:21-mj-08212, 1:21-cr-00028. 
o Fourth Superseding Indictment, USA v. Caldwell et al., 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%
20et%20al%20Fourth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

o Detention Hearing Transcript, 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20
Dolan%20Detention%20Hearing%20Transcript.pdf.  

o Continued Detention Hearing Transcript, 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20
Dolan%20Continued%20Detention%20Hearing%20Transcript.p
df.  

o Government’s Motion for Revocation of Order of Release, 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20
Dolan%20Government%20Motion%20For%20Revocation%20of
%20Order%20of%20Release.pdf.  

o Fifth Superseding Indictment, USA v. Caldwell et al., Case No. 
1:21-cr-00028. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%
20et%20al%20Fifth%20Superseding%20Indictment.pdf.  

o Plea Agreement, 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20
Dolan%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.  

o Statement of Offense, 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jason%20
Dolan%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf. 

 Mark Grods (Case No. 1:21-cr-00437) 
o Information 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20
Grods%20Information.pdf.  
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o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20
Grods%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.   

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20
Grods%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

o Transcript of Plea Agreement Hearing Proceedings 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Mark%20
Grods%20Plea%20Hearing%20Transcript.pdf.  

 Joshua James (Case No’s. 1:21-mj-00284, 1:22-cr-00015) 
o Statement of Facts 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Joshua%2
0James%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf.  

o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Joshua%2
0James%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.  

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Joshua%2
0James%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

 Jon Ryan Schaffer (Case No’s. 1:21-mj-00094, 1:21-cr-00306) 
o Statement of Facts 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jon%20R
yan%20Schaffer%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf. 

o Information 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jon%20R
yan%20Schaffer%20Information.pdf.  

o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jon%20R
yan%20Schaffer%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.  

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jon%20R
yan%20Schaffer%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

 Geoffrey Samuel Shough (Case No’s. 1:22-mj-00030, 1:22-cr-00197) 
o Statement of Facts 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Geoffrey%
20Samuel%20Shough%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf. 

o Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Geoffrey%
20Samuel%20Shough%20Indictment.pdf. 

o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Geoffrey%
20Samuel%20Shough%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.  

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Geoffrey%
20Samuel%20Shough%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

 Brian Ulrich 
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o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20
Ulrich%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf. 

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Brian%20
Ulrich%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf. 

 William Todd Wilson (Case No. 22-cr-00152) 
o Information 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%
20Todd%20Wilson%20Information.pdf.  

o Plea Agreement 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%
20Todd%20Wilson%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf. 

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/William%
20Todd%20Wilson%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

 Graydon Young (Case No. 1:21-cr-00028) 
o Plea Agreement 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%
20Young%20Plea%20Agreement.pdf.  

o Statement of Offense 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%
20Young%20Statement%20of%20Offense.pdf.  

o Transcript of Plea Agreement Hearing Proceedings 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Graydon%
20Young%20Plea%20Hearing%20Transcript.pdf.  

5. Court documents - Non-conspiracy Oath Keeper defendants
 James Breheny (Case No. 1:21-mj-00434) 

o Statement of Facts 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/James%2
0Breheny%20Criminal%20Complaint.pdf.  

 Jeremy Brown 
o Statement of Facts, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 1:21-mj-

00619. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf.  

o Information, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 1:21-cr-00609. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Information.pdf. 

o Detention Order, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 8:21-cr-00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Detention%20Order%20FL.pdf.  

o Superseding Indictment, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 8:21-
cr-00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Indictment%20FL.pdf.  
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o Government’s Amended Response to the Defendant’s Amended 
Motion to Suppress, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 8:21-cr-
00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Govt%20Response%20to%20Amended%20Motion%
20to%20Suppress%20FL.pdf.  

o Government’s Response in Opposition to the Defendant’s Motion 
to Reconsider Bond, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 8:21-cr-
00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Govt%20Response%20in%20Opposition%20to%20
Motion%20to%20Reconsider%20Bond%20FL.pdf.  

o Order Denying Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider Bond, USA v. 
Jeremy Brown, Case No. 8:21-cr-00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Order%20Denying%20Motion%20to%20Reconsider
%20Bond%20FL.pdf 

o Second Superseding Indictment, USA v. Jeremy Brown, Case No. 
8:21-cr-00348. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jeremy%2
0Brown%20Second%20Superseding%20Indictment%20FL.pdf. 

 Traci Isaacs and Leslie Gray (Case No’s. 1:22-mj-00128, 1:22-cr-00338)
o Statement of Facts 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Traci%20I
saacs%20Luis%20Hallon%20Leslie%20Gray%20Statement%20o
f%20Facts.pdf.  

o Indictment 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Leslie%20
Gray%20and%20Traci%20Isaacs%20Indictment.pdf. 

 Jonathan Walden (1:22-cr-00014)  
o Indictment 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jonathan
%20Walden%20Indictment.pdf.  

 Kellye SoRelle (Case No. 1:22-cr-00290) 
o Indictment 

https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Kellye%2
0SoRelle%20Indictment.pdf.  

6. Books, Research Products, Opinion Pieces 
 Mark Pitcavage, “Surveying the Landscape of the American Far Right,” 

Program on Extremism at George Washington University, August 2019. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Surveying%20The
%20Landscape%20of%20the%20American%20Far%20Right_0.pdf.  

 Sam Jackson, “A Schema of Right-Wing Extremism in the United States,” 
ICCT, October 2019. 
https://icct.nl/app/uploads/2019/11/ASchemaofRWEXSamJackson-
1.pdf. 
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 Sam Jackson, Oath Keepers: Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a 
Right-Wing Antigovernment Group (New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2020).

 Alex Newhouse and Sean Kitson, “The Oath Keepers are Spreading 
COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories,” Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and 
Counterterrorism, April 22, 2020. 
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/sites/www.middlebury.edu.institu
te/files/2020-04/oathkeepers_brief%20%282%29.pdf?fv=VJ9hctq1. 

 “Pro-Trump Rallies in DC Attract Extremists & Erupt into Violence,” Anti-
Defamation League, December 13, 2020. https://www.adl.org/blog/pro-
trump-rallies-in-dc-attract-extremists-erupt-into-violence.  

 “The Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association (CSPOA) and 
Richard Mack: How Extremists Are Successfully Infiltrating Law 
Enforcement,” Anti-Defamation League. September 20, 2021. 
https://www.adl.org/resources/reports/the-constitutional-sheriffs-and-
peace-officers-association-cspoa-and-richard-mack. 

 Matthew Kriner and Jon Lewis, “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the 
January 6 Insurrection.” Combating Terrorism Center Sentinel 14 (10): 1-
18. December 2021. https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-
their-role-in-the-january-6-insurrection/.  

 Amy Cooter, “Citizen Militias in the U.S. Are Moving toward More Violent 
Extremism,” Scientific American, January 1, 2022. 
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/citizen-militias-in-the-u-s-
are-moving-toward-more-violent-extremism/.  

 Roger Parloff, “The Conspirators: The Proud Boys and Oath Keepers on 
Jan. 6,” Lawfare, January 6, 2022. 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/conspirators-proud-boys-and-oath-
keepers-jan-6.  

 “Oath Keepers,” Anti-Defamation League. Updated January 13, 2022. 
https://www.adl.org/resources/backgrounders/oath-keepers. 

 Scott R. Anderson, Quinta Jurecic, Rohini Kurup, Natalie Orpett, 
“Seditious Conspiracy: What to Make of the Latest Oath Keepers 
Indictment,” Lawfare, January 14, 2022. 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/seditious-conspiracy-what-make-latest-
oath-keepers-indictment.  

 “Extremism in American Law Enforcement: Far Greater Transparency, 
Accountability Needed,” Anti-Defamation League, May 3, 2022. 
https://www.adl.org/resources/reports/extremism-in-american-law-
enforcement-far-greater-transparency-accountability. 

 The Oath Keepers Data Leak: Unmasking Extremism in Public Life.” Anti-
Defamation League, September 6, 2022. 
https://www.adl.org/resources/report/oath-keepers-data-leak-
unmasking-extremism-public-life. 
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 “Oath Keepers,” Southern Poverty Law Center. Accessed November 2, 
2022. https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-
files/group/oath-keepers. 

 “Antigovernment Movement,” Southern Poverty Law Center, Accessed 
November 6, 2022. https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-
files/ideology/antigovernment.  

7. Media Reports 
 Terrance McCoy, “The Oath Keepers: The little-known militia now 

roaming the streets of Ferguson,” The Washington Post, https://www-
washingtonpost-com.proxygw.wrlc.org/news/morning-
mix/wp/2014/12/01/the-oath-keepers-the-militant-militia-now-roaming-
the-streets-of-ferguson/.  

 Nigel Duara, “‘Oath Keepers’ with rifles roam among Ferguson protesters, 
raising concerns,” Los Angeles Times, August 11, 2015. 
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-ferguson-oath-keepers-20150811-
story.html. 

 Sarah Larimer and Abby Phillip, “Who are the Oath Keepers, and why has 
the armed group returned to Ferguson?” The Washington Post, August 11, 
2015. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-
mix/wp/2015/08/11/who-are-the-oath-keepers-and-why-has-the-armed-
group-returned-to-ferguson/. 

 Mike Giglio, “A Pro-Trump Militant Group Has Recruited Thousands of 
Police, Soldiers, and Veterans,” The Atlantic, November 2020. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/right-wing-
militias-civil-war/616473/.  

 Griffin Connolly, “America’s largest militia says it will refuse to recognise 
Biden as president and ‘resist’ his administration,” Independent, 
November 15, 2020. 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-election-
2020/oath-keepers-militia-donald-trump-joe-biden-2020-election-
b1723323.html. 

 Josh Lederman, “The founder of a far-right militia once warned of federal 
tyranny. Then came Trump.” NBC News, February 2, 2021. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/founder-far-right-
militia-once-warned-federal-tyranny-then-came-n1256546. 

 Mosk, Matthew, Olivia Rubin, Ali Dukakis, and Fergal Gallagher, “Video 
surfaces showing Trump ally Roger Stone flanked by Oath Keepers on 
morning of Jan. 6.” ABC News, February 5, 2021. 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/video-surfaces-showing-trump-ally-roger-
stone-flanked/story?id=75706765. 

 Triebert, Christiaan, Ben Decker, Derek Watkins, Arielle Ray, and Stella 
Cooper. 2021 “First They Guarded Roger Stone. Then They Joined the 
Capitol Attack.” New York Times, February 14, 2021. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/14/us/roger-stone-
capitol-riot.html  
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 Audrey Ash and Marshall Cohen, “Alleged Oath Keeper charged in Capitol 
riot chauffeured Roger Stone, FBI agent says,” CNN, 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/11/politics/roger-stone/index.html.  

 Spenser S. Hsu, “Oath Keepers founder, associates exchanged 19 calls from 
start of Jan. 6 riot through breach, prosecutors allege.” The Washington 
Post, April 1, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-
issues/oath-keepers-calls-capitol-riot/2021/04/01/1b48aad4-9338-11eb-
a74e-1f4cf89fd948_story.html.  

 Kelly Weill, “Oath Keepers’ Best New Hope Is a Lawyer Who Cites ‘Lord of 
the Rings’,” Daily Beast, April 2, 2021. 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/oath-keepers-best-new-hope-is-a-lawyer-
who-cites-lord-of-the-rings. 

 Kyle Cheney, “Prosecutors: Oath Keepers appeared to stash Jan. 6 
firearms at suburban Comfort Inn,” Politico, April 13, 2021. 
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/04/13/prosecutors-oath-keepers-
comfort-inn-481098. 

 Rachel Weiner and Spencer S. Hsu, “Armed ‘quick reaction force’ was 
waiting for order to storm Capitol, Justice Dept. says,” Washington Post, 
April 14, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-
issues/quick-reaction-force-capitol-riot/2021/04/14/2021da66-9d39-
11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html.  

 Mark Follman and Dan Friedman, “January 6 Conspiracy Case Deepens 
Against Oath Keepers,” Mother Jones, June 2, 2021. 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/06/january-6-conspiracy-
congress-insurrection-oath-keepers-trump-roger-stone/. 

 Rebecca Ballhaus, Khadeeja Safdar, and Shalini Ramachandran, “Proud 
Boys and Oath Keepers, Forceful on Jan. 6, Privately Are in Turmoil,” Wall 
Street Journal, June 16, 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/proud-boys-
and-oath-keepers-forceful-on-jan-6-privately-are-in-turmoil-
11623859785.  

 Spencer S. Hsu, “Latest alleged Oath Keeper arrested in Capitol riot turned 
over body armor and firearm,” Washington Post, July 2, 2021. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/oathkeeper-
arrested-david-moerschel/2021/07/02/0f54d5aa-db5d-11eb-9bbb-
37c30dcf9363_story.html. 

 Dan Friedman, “FBI Seizes Oath Keeper Lawyer’s Phone in ‘Seditious 
Conspiracy’ Investigation,” Mother Jones, September 9, 2021. 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/09/fbi-oath-keepers-
lawyer-phone-seditious-conspiracy-january-6/. 

 Hannah Allam and Spencer S. Hsu, “Oath Keepers founder draws scrutiny 
from federal officials and followers,” Washington Post, September 17, 
2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/rhodes-oath-
keepers-capitol-riot/2021/09/16/a6a872c0-10b6-11ec-a511-
cb913c7e5ba0_story.html. 

 James Brooks, “Alaska legislator compares Biden to Hitler, shares link to 
Holocaust-denial website,” Anchorage Daily News, September 24, 2021. 
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https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2021/09/24/alaska-
legislator-compares-biden-to-hitler-shares-link-to-holocaust-denial-
website/.  

 Jessica Garrison, Ken Bensinger, and Jeremy Singer-Vine, “Leaked Oath 
Keepers Data Shows At Least 28 Elected Officials Have Ties To The 
Group,” Buzzfeed, October 20, 2021. 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/jessicagarrison/oath-keepers-
data-elected-officials. 

 Isaac Arnsdorf, “Oath Keepers in the State House: How a Militia 
Movement Took Root in the Republican Mainstream,” ProPublica, 
October 20, 2021. https://www.propublica.org/article/oath-keepers-in-
the-state-house-how-a-militia-movement-took-root-in-the-republican-
mainstream. 
Timothy Johnson, “Militia leader Stewart Rhodes says that his group will 
be at polling locations and is ready to kill Democrats,” Media Matters for 
America, October 28, 2021. 
https://www.mediamatters.org/infowars/militia-leader-stewart-rhodes-
says-his-group-will-be-polling-locations-and-ready-kill. 

 Devlin Barrett, Tom Hamburger, and Rachel Weiner, “D.C. attorney 
general sues Proud Boys, Oath Keepers over Jan. 6 attack,” Washington 
Post, December 14, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-
security/racine-jan-6-lawsuit/2021/12/14/4e581d00-5c51-11ec-bda6-
25c1f558dd09_story.html.  

 Dickinson, Tim. 2022. “Oath Keepers Lawyer Takes Over as Acting Leader 
of Militia With Stewart Rhodes in Jail.” Rolling Stone. January 14, 2022. 
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kellye-sorelle-
oathkeeper-acting-president-1284985/. 

 Colleen Long, “For Oath Keepers and founder, Jan. 6 was weeks in the 
making,” AP News, January 16, 2022. https://apnews.com/article/capitol-
siege-oath-keepers-stewart-rhodes-
0c30d5cb0724c623a27f2eb39da20285. 

 Zoe Tillman, “ Jan. 6 Defendants Keep Losing Challenges To A Felony 
Charged In Hundreds Of Cases,” Buzzfeed News, February 3, 2022. 
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/zoetillman/january-6-riot-felony-
obstruction-charges. 

 Pilar Melendez, “A Roger Stone Bodyguard Just Became a Federal Witness 
to the Capitol Riots,” Daily Beast, March 2, 2022. 
https://www.thedailybeast.com/joshua-james-roger-stone-bodyguard-
and-oath-keeper-set-to-plead-guilty-in-capitol-riot. 

 Mike Giglio, “The Lonely Revolutionary,” The Intercept, March 8, 2022. 
https://theintercept.com/2022/03/08/oath-keepers-january-6-stewart-
rhodes-trump/.  

 Ryan J. Reilly, “Oath Keepers founder tried to phone Trump on Jan. 6, 
group member tells court,” NBC News, May 4, 2022. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/oath-keepers-
founder-tried-phone-trump-jan-6-group-member-tells-court-rcna27412.  
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 Drew F. Lawrence, “What the Military Records of the Oath Keepers' 
Leader Actually Say About His Service,” Military.com, May 6, 2022. 
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/05/06/he-hinted-hardened-
service-oath-keepers-leaders-military-records-dont-back.html. 

 Ryan J. Reilly, “Oath Keepers lawyer says Stewart Rhodes wanted her 
Trump contacts before Jan. 6 Capitol attack,” NBC News, July 11, 2022. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/oath-keepers-lawyer-says-
stewart-rhodes-wanted-trump-contacts-jan-6-ca-rcna37267.  

 Tess Owen, “Congress Has Roger Stone’s Encrypted Chats With Proud 
Boys and Oath Keepers,” Vice News, July 12, 2022. 
https://www.vice.com/en/article/wxn5k5/roger-stone-chat-proud-boys-
oath-keepers-jan-6.  

 Ryan J. Reilly, “Oath Keepers lawyer Kellye SoRelle charged in Jan. 6 
conspiracy case,” NBC News, September 1, 2022. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/oath-keeper-
lawyer-kellye-sorelle-charged-jan-6-conspiracy-case-rcna45873.  

 Mike Giglio, “The Oath Keepers’ Radical Legal Defense of January 6th,” 
The New Yorker, October 1, 2022. 
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/the-oath-keepers-radical-
legal-defense-of-january-6th.  

 Ella Lee, “Oath Keepers trial: Messages after 2020 election show plans for 
armed confrontation in D.C.,” October 4, 2022. 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/10/04/oath-
keepers-trial-rhodes/8177695001/. 

 Alanna Durkin Richer and Lindsay Whitehurst, “Oath Keepers founder: Be 
‘ready to fight’ after Trump loss,” The Associated Press, October 4, 2022. 
https://apnews.com/article/capitol-siege-biden-presidential-elections-
conspiracy-election-2020-63fa0f7e428f3305b0be21551e342ae5. 

 Alan Feuer, “Witness in Oath Keepers Sedition Trial Says Leader 
Promoted Violent Approach,” The New York Times, October 6, 2022. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/06/us/politics/oath-keepers-jan-6-
trial.html.  

 Emily Zantow, “Agent saw Oath Keepers leader with 90s-era badge to 
access US Capitol ‘unescorted’,” Courthouse News Service, October 7, 
2022. https://www.courthousenews.com/agent-saw-oath-keepers-leader-
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Chairman Tuck, distinguished Members of the Committee, it is a privilege to be invited to speak 
on the role of the Oath Keepers in the January 6 Attack on the United States Capitol. 

Introduction - One Year On From January 6 

One year on from the events of January 6, 2021, the sweeping Department of Justice 
investigation into the events of that day has resulted in over 730 arrests. The Program on 
Extremism at George Washington University continues to track each new federal criminal case, 
make public the tranche of related court records, and produce original research products.1 To 
date, individuals from 46 states and the District of Columbia have been charged in relation to 
their alleged conduct at the U.S. Capitol, including dozens of accused members of domestic 
violent extremist (DVE) groups such as the Oath Keepers, Proud Boys, and Three Percenters. 

As the federal investigation continues, evidence continues to be made public through filings and 
disclosures by the Department of Justice, the United States House Select Committee on the 
January 6 Attack, and through various lawsuits against key figures in the DVE landscape which 
have shed light on the central role alleged to have been played by the anti-government, anti-
authority, right-wing extremist group the Oath Keepers in the events of the day. At present, 26 
alleged members or affiliates of the Oath Keepers have been federally charged by the U.S. 
Department of Justice for their alleged role in the attack on the U.S. Capitol on January 6. 2  

While a significant proportion of January 6 defendants have been charged with low-level 
misdemeanors related to trespassing or illegal entry onto restricted Capitol grounds, several 
members of DVE groups like the Oath Keepers are accused of engaging in widespread 
conspiracies to disrupt the congressional proceeding on January 6 during which the electoral 
results were due to be certified. Additionally, recent indictments have against Oath Keepers 
members connect the efforts by the group to disrupt the congressional proceeding to a seditious 
conspiracy – alleging that the intention of the accused individuals was to prevent the peaceful 
transfer of presidential power.3  

As with previous national-level Oath Keepers mobilization efforts, the evidence set forth by the 
government suggests Oath Keepers members and affiliates’ path to the U.S. Capitol was 
organized and driven primarily by the Oath Keepers founder and leader, Elmer Stewart Rhodes. 
A former Army paratrooper, Yale graduate, and disbarred Montana lawyer, Rhodes founded the 

 
1 “Capitol Hill Siege.” Program on Extremism at George Washington University. February 10, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/Capitol-Hill-Cases. 
2 “Capitol Hill Siege.” Program on Extremism at George Washington University. February 10, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/Capitol-Hill-Cases.; Clifford, Bennett and Jon Lewis. 2022. “This is the Aftermath: 
Assessing Domestic Violent Extremism One Year After the Capitol Siege.” Program on Extremism at George 
Washington University. January 6, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/This%20is%20the%20Aftermath.pdf.   
3 “Leader of Oath Keepers and 10 Other Individuals Indicted in Federal Court for Seditious Conspiracy and Other 
Offenses Related to U.S. Capitol Breach.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. January 13, 2022.  
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-oath-keepers-and-10-other-individuals-indicted-federal-court-seditious-
conspiracy-and.  
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Oath Keepers in 2009 in Lexington, Massachusetts.4 Since the group’s inception, the Oath 
Keepers have latched onto the founding principles of the United States in order to seize upon 
patriotic ideals for their own benefits – portraying themselves as “guardians of the republic” who 
have mobilized to flashpoints across the country in an attempt to cement their status as the 
protectors of everyday Americans against what they perceive to be a tyrannical federal 
government.5 

This singular focus on an inevitable conflict with the federal government, driven by Rhodes’ 
ideological views, was a key factor in many early instances of Oath Keeper mobilization, 
including the Bundy Ranch Standoff and Occupation of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge.6 
However, 2016 witnessed a shift in the central worldview of both Stewart Rhodes and the Oath 
Keepers organization as a whole. Following the 2016 election, the anti-Trump sentiment in the 
United States became the target of the Oath Keepers’ inherently conspiratorial outlook.7 As Sam 
Jackson argues, the group started to assert that “the greatest threat facing Americans was no 
longer the government but other Americans who opposed Donald Trump.”8 In furtherance of this 
outlook, the Oath Keepers began to act as “regular participants in clashes with antifa activists 
opposing the Trump administration.”9

In this time frame, Rhodes and his organization became increasingly obsessed with the specter of 
an organized threat from the left, manifested in the form of anti-fascist mobilization alongside 
various social justice protests in the United States.10 The Oath Keepers remained fixated on the 
pervasive threat seemingly posed by social justice movements during 2020, from activists 
engaged in anti-government activity in Portland to Black Lives Matter protestors who mobilized 
that summer.11 In the eyes of the Oath Keepers, these actions were evidence of a rising tide of 
violent opposition to their in-group ideology and status quo.  

 
4  Giglio, Mike. 2020. “A Pro-Trump Militant Group Has Recruited Thousands of Police, Soldiers, and Veterans.” 
The Atlantic. November 2020. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/right-wing-militias-civil-
war/616473/.  
5 Kriner, Matt and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” Combating 
Terrorism Center Sentinel 14 (10): 1-18. December 2021. https://ctc.usma.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-role-in-
the-january-6-insurrection/.   
6 Neiwert, David. 2014. “Back at the Bundy Ranch: More Militiamen Gather, Things Get Crazier.” Southern 
Poverty Law Center. April 23, 2014. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2014/04/23/back-bundy-ranch-more-
militiamen-gather-things-get-crazier; Peacher, Amanda. 2016. “There’s Another Armed Group in Burns and its not 
the Bundys.” Oregon Public Broadcasting. January 10, 2016. https://www.opb.org/news/series/burns-oregon-
standoff-bundy-militia-news-updates/theres-another-armed-group-in-burns-and-theyre-not-the-bundys/.  
7 Jackson, Sam. Oath Keepers: Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a Right-Wing Antigovernment Group (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2020). 
8 Ibid.  
9 Ibid.  
10 Newhouse, Alex, and Sean Kitson. 2020. “The Oath Keepers are Spreading COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories,” 
Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and Counterterrorism. April 22, 2020. 
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/sites/www.middlebury.edu.institute/files/2020-
04/oathkeepers_brief%20%282%29.pdf?fv=VJ9hctq1.   
11 Williams, Jennifer. 2016. “The Oath Keepers, the far-right group answering Trump's call to watch the polls, 
explained.” VOX. November 7, 2016. https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/7/13489640/oath-keepers-
donald-trump-voter-fraud-intimidation-rigged.   
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While the Oath Keepers embrace of the ‘Stop the Steal’ conspiracy was a significant driver in 
their mobilization to the U.S. Capitol on January 6, it was not the first time that the Oath Keepers 
have embraced election fraud conspiracies.12 Following President Trump’s election victory in 
2016, Rhodes issued a ‘Call to Action’ on the Oath Keepers website, directing members to travel 
to Washington, D.C. in what he called “Operation DefendJ20” to stand alongside the Three 
Percenters and Bikers for Trump against ‘radical leftists’ who they believed might seek to disrupt 
the inauguration.13 In his message, Rhodes stated that “We call on those of you who are able-
bodied and know how to handle yourselves well, and especially military and police veterans with 
applicable training and experience, who can remain calm under pressure, to come to Washington 
DC … to protect peaceable American patriots who are now being threatened with assault and 
other acts of violence by radical leftist groups.”14 

The Road to January 6 

In the build-up to the 2020 Presidential Election, the group’s direct alignment with the ‘Stop the 
Steal’ conspiracy was evident in public statements and appearances by Rhodes throughout this 
time period.15 Mere days after the election, the government alleges that Rhodes “began 
disseminating messages on encrypted applications that encouraged his co-conspirators to oppose 
by force the lawful transfer of presidential power.”16 On November 5, 2020, Rhodes allegedly 
sent a message on the encrypted messaging application Signal to an invite-only Oath Keepers 
group chat titled ‘Leadership intel sharing secured’ (Leadership Intel Chat), in which he urged 
his followers to refuse to accept the election result. In these messages, Rhodes continued to 
articulate to his fellow Oath Keepers that violence was necessary, allegedly stating, “We aren’t 
getting through this without a civil war. Too late for that. Prepare your mind, body, spirit.”17  

On November 7, 2020, Rhodes allegedly posted in the Leadership Intel Chat, “[W]e must now 
do what the people of Serbia did when Milosevic stole their election. – Refuse to accept it and 
march en-mass on the nation’s Capitol.”18 According to the indictment, Rhodes informed the 
members of the Leadership Intel Chat that he was in direct communication with the Serbian 
author of the video, who had provided Rhodes with step-by-step instructions which included, 
among other steps, “complete civil disobedience...millions gathered in our capital. There were no 

 
12 Jackson, Sam. Oath Keepers: Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a Right-Wing Antigovernment Group (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2020). 
13 “Oath Keepers On Guard at Inauguration of President Donald Trump.” Southern Poverty Law Center. January 20, 
2017. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2017/01/20/oath-keepers-guard-inauguration-president-donald-trump.   
14 Ibid.  
15 Giglio, Mike. 2020. “A Pro-Trump Militant Group Has Recruited Thousands of Police, Soldiers, and Veterans.” 
The Atlantic. November 2020. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/right-wing-militias-civil-
war/616473/; “#StopTheSteal: Timeline of Social Media and Extremist Activities Leading to 1/6 Insurrection.” Just 
Security. February 10, 2021. 
https://www.justsecurity.org/74622/stopthesteal-timeline-of-social-media-and-extremist-activities-leading-to-1-6-
insurrection/.   
16 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al.” District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20al%20Indictment.pdf.   
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid.  
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barricades strong enough to stop them, nor the police determined enough to stop them. Police 
and Military aligned with the people after few hours of fist-fight. We stormed the 
Parliament....WE WON.”19 The indictment notes that, several days later, Rhodes published the 
full plan of action on the Oath Keepers website under a new ‘Call to Action,’ titled “WHAT WE 
THE PEOPLE MUST DO.”20  

In early November 2020, Rhodes allegedly held a private GoToMeeting for Oath Keepers 
members, including numerous January 6 co-defendants and an Oath Keeper who Rhodes 
appointed as the operation leader for January 6, during which Rhodes outlined a plan to stop the 
lawful transfer of presidential power, “including preparations for the use of force, and urged 
those listening to participate.”21 Immediately after that meeting, the indictment notes that Florida 
Oath Keepers defendant Kelly Meggs created a Signal chat titled “OKFL Hangout” which 
included multiple Oath Keepers from Florida who would later be charged for their role in the 
events of January 6. In this chat, Meggs allegedly stated, “We have been issued a call to action 
for DC. This is the moment we signed up for...”.22 Several weeks later, the Florida chapter of the 
Oath Keepers allegedly held a training on “unconventional warfare.”23  

As Rhodes allegedly continued to prepare his followers for violent action at the U.S. Capitol, his 
public statements attempted to set the stage for justifying such actions. At the Jericho March in 
Washington, D.C., in December 2020, Rhodes joined an array of ‘Stop the Steal’ figures, 
including Michael Flynn, Michael Lindell, and Alex Jones, and spoke to the crowd, calling for 
President Trump to invoke the Insurrection Act to help him remain in power.24 He warned that, if 
this action was not taken, then the Oath Keepers would be forced to mount a “much more 
desperate [and] much more bloody war” to ensure that outcome.”25 In an incident foreshadowing 
the tenor of events on January 6, 2021, attendees of the Jericho March – including Alex Jones, 
Info Wars employee Owen Shroyer, and Stop the Steal organizer Ali Alexander – participated in 
an impromptu march to the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court building.26  

Rhodes’ public declarations to his followers continued throughout December 2020, as he 
simultaneously is alleged to have continued to exhort Oath Keepers to mobilize to Washington, 

 
19 Ibid. Public reporting has identified the Serbian as Aleksander Savic. See: Kovensky, Josh. 2022. “ How A 
Serbian Scientist Helped Inspire The Oath Keepers To March On The Capitol.” Talking Points Memo. January 18, 
2022. https://talkingpointsmemo.com/muckraker/aleksandar-savic-oath-keepers-jan-6.; Bensinger, Ken. “Feds Are 
Claiming That The Oath Keepers Had Hoped Cops Would Join Jan. 6 Rioters.” Buzzfeed News. January 20, 2022.  
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/kenbensinger/oath-keepers-cops-serbia.  
20 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al.” District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
21 Ibid.  
22 Ibid.  
23 Ibid.  
24 “Pro-Trump Rallies in DC Attract Extremists & Erupt into Violence.” Anti-Defamation League. December 13, 
2020. https://www.adl.org/blog/pro-trump-rallies-in-dc-attract-extremists-erupt-into-violence.   
25 Ibid.  
26 Ibid. Shroyer was later charged for his alleged role in the events of January 6, 2021. He has pleaded not guilty. 
“Criminal Complaint and Statement of Facts.” United States of America v. Jonathon Owen Shroyer.” District Court 
for the District of Columbia. August 19, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jonathon%20Owen%20Shroyer%20Criminal%20Complaint%
20and%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf.  
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D.C., in order to prevent President-Elect Biden from assuming the presidency. On December 14, 
2020, Rhodes published a letter on the Oath Keepers website “advocating for the use of force to 
stop the lawful transfer of presidential power.”27 In another open letter on December 23, 2020, 
Rhodes claimed that “tens of thousands of patriot Americans, both veterans and non-veterans, 
will already be in Washington, D.C. and many of us will have our mission critical gear stowed 
nearby just outside D.C.”28 

On December 31, 2020, Rhodes allegedly wrote in the Leadership Intel Chat that, “There is no 
standard political or legal way out of this.” While Rhodes’ private efforts continued, the 
government alleges that Oath Keepers members from across the country were preparing to 
mobilize to the U.S. Capitol to execute Rhodes’ mission. In late December, Oath Keepers 
defendant Thomas Caldwell allegedly identified the Comfort Inn Ballston, in Arlington Virginia, 
as the location that Rhodes’ Quick Reaction Force (QRF) would use as their base of operations 
for January 6. The government alleges that the mission of the QRF forces were to be on standby, 
prepared to transport firearms and equipment to Oath Keepers members in D.C. on January 6.29 
After Caldwell shared this location with his fellow Oath Keepers, the QRF team leader for the 
North Carolina Oath Keepers allegedly reserved three rooms – one each for the North Carolina 
QRF, the Arizona QRF, and the Florida QRF. According to the indictment, the QRF rooms were 
used to store and guard the firearms that QRF members and co-conspirators planned to bring to 
the D.C. area.30  

Rhodes continued to connect Oath Keepers mobilization to Washington, D.C. on January 6, 
2021, with an expectation that President Trump would invoke the Insurrection Act and call in the 
Oath Keepers as a militia. Rhodes envisioned a significant presence by Antifa members at the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6, and indicated this would serve as the “reason and rationale for 
dropping the Insurrection Act.”31 In this hypothetical scenario, according to Rhodes, the 
President would “call us up as the militia” and a contingent of armed members of the Oath 
Keepers positioned outside of Washington, D.C. would travel to the Capitol. On January 4, 2021, 
Rhodes posted another article on the Oath Keepers website, claiming that, “It is CRITICAL that 
all patriots who can be in DC get to DC to stand tall in support of President Trump’s fight to 
defeat the enemies foreign and domestic who are attempting a coup, through the massive vote 
fraud and related attacks on our Republic. We Oath Keepers are honor-bound and eager to be 
there in strength to do our part.”32  

 
27 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
28 Ibid.  
29 Ibid.  
30 Ibid.  
31 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.” 2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et al. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. December 1, 2021.  
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%20al%20Sixth%20Superseding%20Indictmen
t.pdf  
32 Ibid.  
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Oath Keepers Mobilization to Washington, D.C. 

Members of the Oath Keepers’ January 6 conspiracy are alleged to have planned and executed 
travel in pairs or small groups to the Washington, D.C., area, arriving at local hotels on January 4 
and 5, 2021.33 Upon arrival, multiple Oath Keepers are alleged to have transported firearms, 
ammunition, and related items to the D.C. area, with many dropping off their items at the QRF 
hotel in Ballston, Virginia.34 Several Oath Keepers also allegedly took their firearms and 
ammunition to the Hilton Garden Inn in Vienna, Virginia, where Rhodes and several co-
conspirators were staying on January 5, 2021.35  

Even before Stewart Rhodes began his travel from Granbury, Texas, to Washington, D.C., the 
government alleges he began purchasing what would amount to over $16,000 on firearms and 
related equipment that he would bring to the D.C. metro area for January 6 operations.36 This 
included $5,000 on a shotgun, scope, magazines, and ammunition on January 1 and 2, as well as 
$6,000 on “an AR-platform rifle and firearms equipment, including sights, mounts, triggers, 
slings and additional firearms attachments” in Texas while traveling. In Mississippi on January 
4, Rhodes is further alleged to have spent $4,500 on additional sights, mounts, an optic plate, 
magazine and other various firearms parts.37 
 
With the stash of firearms allegedly located across state lines in Virginia and several distinct 
QRF teams present, the government contends that Oath Keepers engaged in substantial planning 
for operational use of these teams on January 6. Details of the QRF planning have come to light 
in court proceedings, with prosecutors stating that they “believe that at least one quick reaction 
force location was here and that Mr. Harrelson and others had stashed a large amount of weapons 
there … People affiliated with this group were in Ballston, monitoring what was happening at the 
Capitol and prepared to come into D.C. and ferry these weapons into the ground team that 
Kenneth Harrelson was running at a moment’s notice, if anyone said the word.”38 

Based on evidence set forth in court records, one potential operational plan for the QRF appears 
to have been to ferry firearms across the Potomac to Oath Keepers in Washington, D.C. during 
the anticipated chaos. Florida Oath Keepers member Kelly Meggs allegedly posted a map of
Washington, D.C., in the Leadership Signal Chat on January 2, 2021, noting that the Lincoln 
Memorial and “the corner of west basin and Ohio” would be the planned QRF rally points for 
land or water transport in advance of expected civil unrest and potential bridge closures.39 This 
operation was allegedly corroborated by co-defendant Thomas Caldwell, who articulated the 
group’s plans via text to an unnamed individual to have a boat prepared on the Potomac River 
near Washington, D.C., with “our Quick Response Team with the heavy weapons standing by, 

 
33 Kriner, Matt, and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” 
34 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
35 Ibid.  
36 Ibid.  
37 Ibid.  
38 Weiner, Rachel, and Spencer S. Hsu, 2021.“Armed ‘quick reaction force’ was waiting for order to storm Capitol, 
Justice Dept. says.” Washington Post, April 14, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/quick-
reaction-force-capitol-riot/2021/04/14/2021da66-9d39-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html.  
39 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.”  2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et al. 
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quickly load them and ferry them across the river to our waiting arms.”40 Indeed, in the latest 
indictment against the Oath Keepers, the government claims that defendant Edward Vallejo and 
others “were on standby at the Comfort Inn Ballston, monitoring communications from the co-
conspirators on the ground inside Washington, D.C., and awaiting a call to bring the weapons to 
the co-conspirators.”41 

“Patriots are storming the Capitol building”  

On the morning of January 6, 2021, Oath Keepers defendants are alleged to have traveled to 
meeting points in Washington, D.C., including the Willard Hotel – where several Oath Keepers 
were reportedly acting as security for Stop the Steal rally VIPs including Roger Stone.42 The 
government alleges that, over the course of the morning, multiple Oath Keepers defendants 
exchanged short phone calls with Rhodes and “prepared themselves for battle before heading to 
the Capitol by equipping themselves with communication devices and donning reinforced vests, 
helmets, and goggles.”43 

As the speeches at the Ellipse drew to a close and members of the crowd began to make their 
way towards restricted Capitol grounds, Oath Keepers members allegedly began to mobilize to 
the Capitol. The first breach of restricted Capitol grounds that day is alleged to have taken place 
at approximately 1:15 PM. Around 1:30 PM, upon receiving a message in the Leadership Intel 
Chat that Antifa had breached the Capitol, Rhodes allegedly replied, “Nope. I’m right here. 
These are Patriots.” Shortly after, Rhodes made the claim that “Pence is doing nothing. As I 
predicted. All I see Trump doing is complaining. I see no intent by him to do anything. So the 
patriots are taking it into their own hands. They’ve had enough.”44 

Rhodes would allegedly continue encouraging his followers to move to the Capitol if not already 
there, posting messages in the Leadership Intel Chat comparing the events to the actions by “the 
founding fathers” and claiming, “Next comes out ‘Lexington.’ It’s coming.”45 By 1:52 PM, Oath 
Keepers co-defendants Kenneth Harrelson and Jason Dolan allegedly joined with the crowd 
pushing up the central East steps, taking up advance positions on the steps that Stack One would 
allegedly later march up.46 In an audio channel on Zello titled “Stop the Steal J6”, co-defendant 

 
40 “Government’s Opposition to Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Detention.” 2021. United States of 
America v. Thomas Caldwell. District Court for the District of Columbia. March 8, 2021.; Kriner, Matt, and Jon 
Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” 
41 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
42   Mosk, Matthew, Olivia Rubin, Ali Dukakis, and Fergal Gallagher. 2021. “Video surfaces showing Trump ally 
Roger Stone flanked by Oath Keepers on morning of Jan. 6.” ABC News, February 5, 2021.  
https://abcnews.go.com/US/video-surfaces-showing-trump-ally-roger-stone-flanked/story?id=75706765.; Triebert, 
Christiaan, Ben Decker, Derek Watkins, Arielle Ray, and Stella Cooper. 2021 “First They Guarded Roger Stone. 
Then They Joined the Capitol Attack.” New York Times, February 14, 2021. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/14/us/roger-stone-capitol-riot.html  
43 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.”  2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et 
al.https://ctc.usma.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-role-in-the-january-6-insurrection/  
44 Ibid.  
45 Ibid.  
46 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
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Jessica Watkins allegedly announced that “everybody’s marching on the Capitol...we have about 
30-40 of us. We are sticking together and sticking to the plan.”47 

Throughout the day, the government alleges Rhodes was in near-constant communication with 
Oath Keepers at the Capitol, including his operations leader Michael Simmons and numerous co-
defendants.48 Between 2:00 and 2:30 PM, as the violence at the Capitol continued, Rhodes 
allegedly worked to muster his supporters and organize at the south side of the U.S. Capitol. By 
2:32 PM, the balance of the Oath Keepers was allegedly present on the southeast side of 
restricted Capitol grounds, including Rhodes.49  

Within minutes of a brief conference call between Rhodes, operations leader Michael Simmons, 
and Kelly Meggs at 2:32 PM, Meggs and numerous co-defendants formed ‘Stack One’ - a 
column of “individuals wearing Oath Keepers clothing, patches, insignia, and battle gear” that 
allegedly maneuvered in an organized fashion up the east side of the Capitol in a now 
recognizable image from the day.50 Upon reaching the top of the steps, Stack One allegedly 
breached the U.S. Capitol with the mob, entering the Rotunda and attempting to push further into 
the building. In an important connection between the Oath Keepers activities and the latest 
seditious conspiracy charge, new information made public by the Department of Justice alleges 
that several members of Stack One pushed southbound out of the Rotunda “and toward the 
House of Representatives in search of Speaker Pelosi.”51 

As Stack One members were allegedly attempting to push deeper into the Capitol, a second 
group of Oath Keepers – Stack Two – were allegedly traveling on golf carts towards the Capitol. 
After a brief call with operations leader Michael Simmons, Stack Two is alleged to have moved 
up the east side steps of the Capitol around 3:00 PM, eventually forcibly entering the same east 
side Rotunda doors that Stack One had entered 35 minutes earlier.52 After brief periods in the 
Rotunda area, individuals from both Stack One and Stack Two retreated in the face of a surge of 
riot police officers and chemical spray deployed to the Rotunda area. Rhodes allegedly posted to 
the Leadership Signal Chat at 3:30 PM, “Anyone in DC who is not tasked with a security detail, 
come yo [sic] the US Capitol on the Supreme Court side. Come to the Capitol on the NE 
Corner.”53 The government alleges that Rhodes joined both groups of Oath Keepers as they 
regrouped on the northeast corner of Capitol grounds and discussed next steps.54 

 

 
47 Ibid.  
48 Dan Friedman, Dan. 2021. “We’ve Unmasked the Oath Keepers’ January 6 ‘Operations Leader.’” Mother Jones, 
July 26, 2021. https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/07/oath-keepers-january-6-capitol-insurrection-michael-
simmons-person-ten/.  
49 Ibid.  
50 Kriner, Matt, and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” Spencer S. 
Hsu, Spencer S. 2021. “Latest alleged Oath Keeper arrested in Capitol riot turned over body armor and 
firearm.” Washington Post, July 2, 2021. 
51 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
52 Ibid.  
53 Ibid.  
54 Ibid.  
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Aftermath

The charging documents from the Department of Justice argue that, for Stewart Rhodes and the 
Oath Keepers, the events of January 6, 2021, were merely the beginning. Throughout the evening 
of January 6, the government alleges that the co-conspirators “discussed the need to continue 
fighting to stop the lawful transfer of presidential power.”55 Messages allegedly posted in the 
Leadership Signal Chat by Oath Keepers members further indicate this belief, with one 
defendant posting, “We aren’t quitting!! We are reloading!!” and Rhodes noting, “Patriots 
entering their own Capitol to send a message to traitors is NOTHING compared to what’s 
coming.”  

The recent indictment against Stewart Rhodes further supports the assertions that the Oath 
Keepers and local militias viewed January 6 as a flashpoint through which further mobilization 
could be inspired. Rhodes is alleged to have spent an additional $17,500 on an array of firearms 
parts from January 10-19, 2021, including ammunition, magazines, scopes, gun light, holsters, 
bipods, and other equipment.56 Oath Keepers co-defendant Joshua James allegedly met with 
Rhodes in Alabama during this period, collected what he referred to as “all available firearms,” 
and traveled to Texas, where he stayed with Rhodes and others.57 On Inauguration Day, January 
2021, James allegedly messaged another individual, “After this...if nothing happens...its 
war...Civil War 2.0.”58 At this point, the government asserts, Rhodes began to conduct outreach 
in an effort to “organize local militias to oppose President Biden’s Administration.”59  

On the one year anniversary of the attack on the U.S. Capitol, Attorney General Garland and 
President Biden each delivered remarks which centered on two foundational points: The 
vigorous prosecution of all individuals who engaged in criminal conduct related to the events of 
January 6, and the need to ensure that this assault on our democratic institutions is not minimized 
or forgotten. A.G. Garland, in his comments, spoke at length on the unceasing efforts by the 
Department of Justice to prosecute “all January 6th perpetrators, at any level, accountable under 
law — whether they were present that day or were otherwise criminally responsible for the 
assault on our democracy.”60 President Biden pointedly referred to the events of the day as “an
armed insurrection…looking to subvert the Constitution.”61 

 
55 Ibid.  
56 Ibid.  
57 Ibid.  
58 Ibid.  
59 Ibid.  
60 “Attorney General Merrick B. Garland Delivers Remarks on the First Anniversary of the Attack on the Capitol.” 
Department of Justice. January 5, 2022. https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-
delivers-remarks-first-anniversary-attack-capitol  
61 “Remarks By President Biden To Mark One Year Since The January 6th Deadly Assault On The U.S. Capitol.” 
The White House. January 6, 2022. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-
remarks/2022/01/06/remarks-by-president-biden-to-mark-one-year-since-the-january-6th-deadly-assault-on-the-u-s-
capitol/. 
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Stewart Rhodes was arrested days later on January 13, 2022, in Little Elm Texas – one year and 
one week after the events of January 6.62 Rhodes, Edward Vallejo, and nine previously arrested 
Oath Keepers were charged with an array of offenses, namely 18 US Code § 2384 – Seditious 
conspiracy, accusing them of conspiring “to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the 
Government of the United States, or... by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any 
law of the United States.”63 In levying this charge, the Department of Justice made the first direct 
connection between those present at the U.S. Capitol on January 6 and the conspiratorial, anti-
democratic efforts by high-level individuals like Stewart Rhodes to prevent the peaceful transfer 
of presidential power. 

What does the future hold for the Oath Keepers? As Rhodes remains in pretrial detention and 
awaits transport to Washington, D.C., to face these charges, the long-term leadership of the Oath 
Keepers remains in flux. Kellye SoRelle, general counsel for the group, originally announced she 
was stepping in as acting president,64 but after Rhodes was denied bail and both he and SoRelle 
sat for questioning with the January 6 Select Committee, she recently made a public statement 
that she “can’t handle the long haul” and is “passing the torch.”65 In many ways, Stewart Rhodes 
is the Oath Keepers organization – as founder and president for life, the Oath Keepers are truly 
formed in his image.66  

However, the resurgent patriot/militia movement in the United States has grown far beyond the 
Oath Keepers as a singular organization. The increasingly mainstreamed far-right in the United 
States has emerged in force over recent years at the local, grassroots level – made possible by a 
permissive environment and a counterterrorism apparatus focused primarily on foreign, jihadist 
threats. As efforts to investigate and prosecute those responsible for the events of January 6, 
2021, continue, it is crucial not to confuse singular law enforcement actions against individual 
pillars of movements like the Oath Keepers for sustained, lasting success against burgeoning 
movements in the United States driven by a rise in anti-authority, anti-democratic sentiments. 
The successful prosecution of Rhodes could serve as a body blow for one of the most prominent 

 
62 “Leader of Oath Keepers and 10 Other Individuals Indicted in Federal Court for Seditious Conspiracy and Other 
Offenses Related to U.S. Capitol Breach.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. January 13, 2022.  
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-oath-keepers-and-10-other-individuals-indicted-federal-court-seditious-
conspiracy-and.  
63 “18 US Code § 2384 - Seditious conspiracy.” Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School. 2022. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2384.  
64 Dickinson, Tim. 2022. “Oath Keepers Lawyer Takes Over as Acting Leader of Militia With Stewart Rhodes in 
Jail.” Rolling Stone. January 14, 2022. https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/kellye-sorelle-oath-
keeper-acting-president-1284985/.  
65 Reilly, Ryan J. “Oath Keepers founder spent six hours on Zoom with Jan. 6 panel.” NBC News. February 2, 2022.  
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/oath-keepers-founder-spent-six-hours-zoom-jan-6-panel-rcna14667; 
Tweet by Kellye SoRelle. 4:52 p.m. February 8, 2022. 
https://twitter.com/kellyesorelle/status/1491168200167669760?s=20&t=K2FuY_fpmGFV1KPoEHV1Ig.  
66 Jackson, Sam, Matt Kriner, and Jon Lewis. 2022. “Oath Keepers leader indictment just the tip of a scary iceberg.” 
NBC News. January 17, 2022. https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/oath-keepers-leader-indictment-just-tip-
scary-iceberg-ncna1287555. 
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anti-government organizations of the last decade.67 However, this alone will not deter those 
actors who view January 6 as a rallying cry, mobilizing narrative, or as a model for future acts of 
political violence.  

 
67 Lewis, Jon, and Seamus Hughes. 2022. “What Does the Seditious Conspiracy Indictment Mean For the Oath 
Keepers?” Lawfare. January 21, 2022. https://www.lawfareblog.com/what-does-seditious-conspiracy-indictment-
mean-oath-keepers.   
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Chairman Thompson, distinguished Members of the Committee, it is a privilege to be invited to 
submit a written statement for the record on the role of the Oath Keepers in the January 6 
Insurrection.  

A year and a half on from the violent assault on the U.S. Capitol on that day, the sweeping 
Department of Justice investigation has resulted in over 800 arrests. The Program on Extremism 
at George Washington University continues to track each new federal criminal case, make public 
the tranche of related court records, and produce original research products.1 To date, individuals 
from 46 states and the District of Columbia have been charged in relation to their alleged 
conduct at the U.S. Capitol, including dozens of accused members of domestic violent extremist 
(DVE) movements such as the Oath Keepers, Proud Boys, and Three Percenters.

As the federal investigation continues, evidence continues to be made public through filings and 
disclosures by the Department of Justice, open-source reporting, and various lawsuits which shed 
light on the central role alleged to have been played by the anti-government, anti-authority, right-
wing extremist group the Oath Keepers in the events of the day. At present, 28 alleged members 
or affiliates of the Oath Keepers have been charged by the Department of Justice for their alleged 
role in the attack on the U.S. Capitol on January 6.2  

While a significant proportion of January 6 defendants have been charged with low-level 
misdemeanors related to trespassing or illegal entry onto restricted Capitol grounds, numerous 
members of the Oath Keepers are accused of engaging in a widespread conspiracy to disrupt the 
congressional proceeding, while indictments brought against key Oath Keepers members in 2022 
connect the efforts by the group to disrupt the congressional proceeding to a seditious 
conspiracy, alleging that the intention of the accused individuals was to prevent the peaceful 
transfer of presidential power.3 By May 2022, three members of the seditious conspiracy—
Joshua James, Brian Ulrich, and William Todd Wilson—had pleaded guilty, while the remaining 
defendants appear set for trial later this year.4 

 
1 “Capitol Hill Siege.” Program on Extremism at George Washington University. June 10, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/Capitol-Hill-Cases. 
2 “Capitol Hill Siege.” Program on Extremism at George Washington University. June 10, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/Capitol-Hill-Cases.; Clifford, Bennett and Jon Lewis. 2022. “This is the Aftermath: 
Assessing Domestic Violent Extremism One Year After the Capitol Siege.” Program on Extremism at George 
Washington University. January 6, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/This%20is%20the%20Aftermath.pdf.  The author is also 
grateful to members of the Capitol Terrorists Exposers for their insight and analysis. 
3 “Leader of Oath Keepers and 10 Other Individuals Indicted in Federal Court for Seditious Conspiracy and Other 
Offenses Related to U.S. Capitol Breach.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. January 13, 2022.  
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-oath-keepers-and-10-other-individuals-indicted-federal-court-seditious-
conspiracy-and.   
4 “Leader of Alabama Chapter of Oath Keepers Pleads Guilty to Seditious Conspiracy and Obstruction of Congress 
for Efforts to Stop Transfer of Power Following 2020 Presidential Election.” 2022. Department of Justice Press 
Release. March 2, 2022. https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-alabama-chapter-oath-keepers-pleads-guilty-
seditious-conspiracy-and-obstruction.; “Member of Georgia Chapter of Oath Keepers Pleads Guilty to Seditious 
Conspiracy and Obstruction of Congress for Efforts to Stop Transfer of Power Following 2020 Presidential 
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As the evidence presented within this statement for the record will demonstrate, Oath Keepers 
leader Stewart Rhodes painstakingly orchestrated an armed insurrection against the certification 
of the election results, explicitly seeking to keep President Trump in office. This was not an 
acute expression of anger at the federal government, or a show of force against an imagined 
threat from the left—this was a premeditated attempt to subvert the Constitution and co-opt an 
increasingly militant right-wing ecosystem for their own gains. 

The Violent Anti-Government Ideology of the Oath Keepers  

The evidence set forth by the government indicates that the Oath Keepers members and 
affiliates’ path to the U.S. Capitol was organized and driven primarily by the group’s founder 
and leader, Elmer Stewart Rhodes. A former Army paratrooper, Yale graduate, and disbarred 
Montana lawyer, Rhodes founded the Oath Keepers in 2009 in Lexington, Massachusetts.5 Since 
the group’s inception, the Oath Keepers have latched onto the founding principles of the United 
States in order to seize upon patriotic ideals for their own benefits, portraying themselves as 
“guardians of the republic” who have mobilized to flashpoints across the country in an attempt to 
cement their status as the protectors of everyday Americans against what they perceive to be a 
tyrannical federal government.6 

This singular focus on an inevitable conflict with the federal government, largely driven by 
Rhodes’ extreme and conspiratorial ideological views, was a key factor in many early instances 
of Oath Keeper mobilization, including the Bundy Ranch Standoff and Sugar Pine Mine 
standoff.7 However, 2016 witnessed a pronounced shift in Rhodes’ worldview, which had a clear 
and direct influence on his organization as a whole. Following the 2016 election, the anti-Trump 
sentiment in the United States became the target of the Oath Keepers’ inherently conspiratorial 
outlook.8  

As Dr. Sam Jackson argues, the group started to assert that “the greatest threat facing Americans 
was no longer the government but other Americans who opposed Donald Trump.”9 In 

 
Election.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. April 29, 2022. https://www.justice.gov/usao-dc/pr/member-
georgia-chapter-oath-keepers-pleads-guilty-seditious-conspiracy-and-obstruction.  
Leader of North Carolina Chapter of Oath Keepers Pleads Guilty to Seditious Conspiracy and Obstruction of 
Congress for Efforts to Stop Transfer of Power Following 2020 Presidential Election.” 2022. Department of Justice 
Press Release. May 4, 2022. https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-north-carolina-chapter-oath-keepers-pleads-
guilty-seditious-conspiracy-and-obstruction.  
5  Giglio, Mike. 2020. “A Pro-Trump Militant Group Has Recruited Thousands of Police, Soldiers, and Veterans.” 
The Atlantic. November 2020. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/right-wing-militias-civil-
war/616473/.  
6 Kriner, Matt and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” Combating 
Terrorism Center Sentinel 14 (10): 1-18. December 2021. https://ctc.usma.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-role-in-
the-january-6-insurrection/.   
7 Neiwert, David. 2014. “Back at the Bundy Ranch: More Militiamen Gather, Things Get Crazier.” Southern 
Poverty Law Center. April 23, 2014. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2014/04/23/back-bundy-ranch-more-
militiamen-gather-things-get-crazier; Wiles, Tay. 2016. “Sugar Pine Mine, the other standoff.” High Country News. 
January 10, 2016. https://www.hcn.org/issues/48.2/showdown-at-sugar-pine-mine. 
8 Jackson, Sam. Oath Keepers: Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a Right-Wing Antigovernment Group (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2020). 
9 Ibid.  
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furtherance of this outlook, the Oath Keepers began to act as “regular participants in clashes with 
antifa activists opposing the Trump administration.”10 In this time frame, Rhodes and his 
organization became increasingly obsessed with the specter of an organized threat from the left, 
manifested in the form of anti-fascist mobilization alongside various social justice protests in the 
United States.11 The Oath Keepers remained fixated on the pervasive threat seemingly posed by 
social justice movements during 2020, from activists engaged in anti-government activity in 
Portland to Black Lives Matter protestors who mobilized that summer.12 In the eyes of the Oath 
Keepers, these actions were evidence of a rising tide of violent opposition to their in-group 
ideology and status quo—as well as a belief that they were the true American patriots.  

While the Oath Keepers embrace of the ‘Stop the Steal’ conspiracy was a significant driver in 
their mobilization to the U.S. Capitol on January 6, it was not the first time that the Oath Keepers 
have embraced election fraud conspiracies.13 Following President Trump’s election victory in 
2016, Rhodes issued a public ‘Call to Action’ on the Oath Keepers website, directing members 
to travel to Washington, D.C. in what he called “Operation DefendJ20” to stand alongside the 
Three Percenters and Bikers for Trump against ‘radical leftists’ who they believed might seek to 
disrupt the inauguration.14 In his message, Rhodes stated that “We call on those of you who are 
able-bodied and know how to handle yourselves well, and especially military and police veterans 
with applicable training and experience, who can remain calm under pressure, to come to 
Washington DC … to protect peaceable American patriots who are now being threatened with 
assault and other acts of violence by radical leftist groups.”15 Crucially, these activities also 
aligned closely with the rhetoric of the group and its defenders, who clung to long-since 
discredited claims that the group’s activities were purely defensive in nature and designed to 
support legitimate law enforcement operations. 

The Road to January 6 

In the build-up to the 2020 Presidential Election, the group’s direct alignment with the ‘Stop the 
Steal’ conspiracy was evident in public statements and appearances by Rhodes throughout this 
time period.16 Mere days after the election, the government alleges that Rhodes “began 

 
10 Ibid.  
11 Newhouse, Alex, and Sean Kitson. 2020. “The Oath Keepers are Spreading COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories,” 
Center on Terrorism, Extremism, and Counterterrorism. April 22, 2020. 
https://www.middlebury.edu/institute/sites/www.middlebury.edu.institute/files/2020-
04/oathkeepers_brief%20%282%29.pdf?fv=VJ9hctq1.   
12 Williams, Jennifer. 2016. “The Oath Keepers, the far-right group answering Trump's call to watch the polls, 
explained.” VOX. November 7, 2016. https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/7/13489640/oath-keepers-
donald-trump-voter-fraud-intimidation-rigged.   
13 Jackson, Sam. Oath Keepers: Patriotism and the Edge of Violence in a Right-Wing Antigovernment Group (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2020). 
14 “Oath Keepers On Guard at Inauguration of President Donald Trump.” Southern Poverty Law Center. January 20, 
2017. https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2017/01/20/oath-keepers-guard-inauguration-president-donald-trump.   
15 Ibid.  
16 Giglio, Mike. 2020. “A Pro-Trump Militant Group Has Recruited Thousands of Police, Soldiers, and Veterans.” 
The Atlantic. November 2020. https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/11/right-wing-militias-civil-
war/616473/; “#StopTheSteal: Timeline of Social Media and Extremist Activities Leading to 1/6 Insurrection.” Just 
Security. February 10, 2021. 
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disseminating messages on encrypted applications that encouraged his co-conspirators to oppose 
by force the lawful transfer of presidential power.”17 On November 5, 2020, Rhodes allegedly 
sent a message on the encrypted messaging application Signal to an invite-only Oath Keepers 
group chat titled ‘Leadership intel sharing secured’ (Leadership Intel Chat), in which he urged 
his followers to refuse to accept the election result. In these messages, Rhodes continued to 
articulate to his fellow Oath Keepers that violence was necessary, allegedly stating, “We aren’t 
getting through this without a civil war. Too late for that. Prepare your mind, body, spirit.”18  

On November 7, 2020, Rhodes allegedly posted in the Leadership Intel Chat, “[W]e must now 
do what the people of Serbia did when Milosevic stole their election. – Refuse to accept it and 
march en-mass on the nation’s Capitol.”19 According to the indictment, Rhodes informed the 
members of the Leadership Intel Chat that he was in direct communication with the Serbian 
author of the video, who had provided Rhodes with step-by-step instructions which included, 
among other steps, “complete civil disobedience...millions gathered in our capital. There were no 
barricades strong enough to stop them, nor the police determined enough to stop them. Police 
and Military aligned with the people after few hours of fist-fight. We stormed the 
Parliament....WE WON.”20 The indictment notes that, several days later, Rhodes published the 
full plan of action on the Oath Keepers website under a new ‘Call to Action,’ titled “WHAT WE 
THE PEOPLE MUST DO.”21  

In early November 2020, Rhodes allegedly held a private GoToMeeting for Oath Keepers 
members, including numerous January 6 co-defendants and an Oath Keeper who Rhodes 
appointed as the operation leader for January 6, during which Rhodes outlined a plan to stop the 
lawful transfer of presidential power, “including preparations for the use of force, and urged 
those listening to participate.”22 Immediately after that meeting, the indictment notes that Florida 
Oath Keepers defendant Kelly Meggs created a Signal chat titled “OKFL Hangout” which 
included multiple Oath Keepers from Florida who would later be charged for their role in the 
events of January 6. In this chat, Meggs allegedly stated, “We have been issued a call to action 

 
https://www.justsecurity.org/74622/stopthesteal-timeline-of-social-media-and-extremist-activities-leading-to-1-6-
insurrection/.   
17 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al.” District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Rhodes%20et%20al%20Indictment.pdf.   
18 Ibid. 
19 Ibid.  
20 Ibid. Public reporting has identified the Serbian as Aleksander Savic. See: Kovensky, Josh. 2022. “ How A 
Serbian Scientist Helped Inspire The Oath Keepers To March On The Capitol.” Talking Points Memo. January 18, 
2022. https://talkingpointsmemo.com/muckraker/aleksandar-savic-oath-keepers-jan-6.; Bensinger, Ken. “Feds Are 
Claiming That The Oath Keepers Had Hoped Cops Would Join Jan. 6 Rioters.” Buzzfeed News. January 20, 2022.  
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/kenbensinger/oath-keepers-cops-serbia.  
21 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al.” District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
22 Ibid.  
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for DC. This is the moment we signed up for...”.23 Several weeks later, the Florida chapter of the 
Oath Keepers allegedly held a training on “unconventional warfare.”24  

As Rhodes allegedly continued to prepare his followers for violent action at the U.S. Capitol, his 
public statements attempted to set the stage for justification of such actions. At the Jericho March 
in Washington, D.C., in December 2020, Rhodes joined an array of ‘Stop the Steal’ figures, 
including Michael Flynn, Michael Lindell, and Alex Jones, and spoke to the crowd, calling for 
President Trump to invoke the Insurrection Act to help him remain in power.25 He warned that, if 
this action was not taken, then the Oath Keepers would be forced to mount a “much more 
desperate [and] much more bloody war” to ensure that outcome.”26 In an incident foreshadowing 
the tenor of events on January 6, 2021, attendees of the Jericho March—including Alex Jones, 
Info Wars employee Owen Shroyer, and Stop the Steal organizer Ali Alexander—participated in 
an impromptu march to the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court building.27  

Rhodes’ public declarations to his followers continued throughout December 2020, as he 
simultaneously is alleged to have continued to exhort Oath Keepers to mobilize to Washington, 
D.C., in order to prevent President-Elect Biden from assuming the presidency. On December 14, 
2020, Rhodes published a letter on the Oath Keepers website “advocating for the use of force to 
stop the lawful transfer of presidential power.”28 In another open letter on December 23, 2020, 
Rhodes claimed that “tens of thousands of patriot Americans, both veterans and non-veterans, 
will already be in Washington, D.C. and many of us will have our mission critical gear stowed 
nearby just outside D.C.”29 

On December 31, 2020, Rhodes allegedly wrote in the Leadership Intel Chat that, “There is no 
standard political or legal way out of this.” While Rhodes’ private efforts continued, the 
government alleges that Oath Keepers members from across the country were preparing to 
mobilize to the U.S. Capitol to execute Rhodes’ mission. In late December, defendant Thomas 
Caldwell allegedly identified the Comfort Inn Ballston, in Arlington, Virginia, as the location 
that Rhodes’ Quick Reaction Force (QRF) would use as their base of operations for January 6. 
The government alleges that the mission of the QRF forces was to be on standby, prepared to 
transport firearms and equipment to Oath Keepers members in D.C. on January 6.30 After 
Caldwell shared this location with his Oath Keepers co-defendants, the QRF team leader for the 
North Carolina Oath Keepers allegedly reserved three rooms – one each for the North Carolina 

 
23 Ibid.  
24 Ibid.  
25 “Pro-Trump Rallies in DC Attract Extremists & Erupt into Violence.” Anti-Defamation League. December 13, 
2020. https://www.adl.org/blog/pro-trump-rallies-in-dc-attract-extremists-erupt-into-violence.   
26 Ibid.  
27 Ibid. Shroyer was later charged for his alleged role in the events of January 6, 2021. He has pleaded not guilty. 
“Criminal Complaint and Statement of Facts.” United States of America v. Jonathon Owen Shroyer.” District Court 
for the District of Columbia. August 19, 2021. 
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Jonathon%20Owen%20Shroyer%20Criminal%20Complaint%
20and%20Statement%20of%20Facts.pdf.  
28 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. January 12, 2022. 
29 Ibid.  
30 Ibid.  
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QRF, the Arizona QRF, and the Florida QRF. According to the indictment, the QRF rooms were 
used to store and guard the firearms that QRF members and co-conspirators planned to bring to 
the D.C. area.31  

Rhodes continued to connect Oath Keepers mobilization to Washington, D.C. on January 6, 
2021, with an expectation that President Trump would invoke the Insurrection Act and call in the 
Oath Keepers as a militia.32 Rhodes envisioned a significant presence by Antifa members at the 
U.S. Capitol on January 6, and indicated this would serve as the “reason and rationale for 
dropping the Insurrection Act.”33 In this hypothetical scenario, according to Rhodes, the 
President would “call us up as the militia” and a contingent of armed members of the Oath 
Keepers positioned outside of Washington, D.C. would travel to the Capitol. On January 4, 2021, 
Rhodes posted another article on the Oath Keepers website, claiming that, “It is CRITICAL that 
all patriots who can be in DC get to DC to stand tall in support of President Trump’s fight to 
defeat the enemies foreign and domestic who are attempting a coup, through the massive vote 
fraud and related attacks on our Republic. We Oath Keepers are honor-bound and eager to be 
there in strength to do our part.”34  

Oath Keepers Mobilization to Washington, D.C. 

Members of the Oath Keepers’ January 6 conspiracy are alleged to have planned and executed 
travel in pairs or small groups to the Washington, D.C., area, arriving at local hotels on January 4 
and 5, 2021.35 Upon arrival, multiple Oath Keepers are alleged to have transported firearms, 
ammunition, and related items to the D.C. area, with many dropping off their items at the QRF 
hotel in Ballston, Virginia.36 Several Oath Keepers also allegedly took their firearms and 
ammunition to the Hilton Garden Inn in Vienna, Virginia, where Rhodes and several co-
conspirators were staying on January 5, 2021.37  

Even before Stewart Rhodes began his travel from Granbury, Texas, to Washington, D.C., the 
government alleges he began purchasing what would amount to over $16,000 on firearms and 
related equipment that he would bring to the D.C. metro area for January 6 operations.38 This 
included $5,000 on a shotgun, scope, magazines, and ammunition on January 1 and 2, as well as 
$6,000 on “an AR-platform rifle and firearms equipment, including sights, mounts, triggers, 
slings and additional firearms attachments” in Texas while traveling. In Mississippi on January 

 
31 Ibid.  
32 Barrett, Devlin, and Spencer S. Hsu. 2022. “How Trump’s flirtation with an anti-insurrection law inspired Jan. 6 
insurrection.” The Washington Post. January 23, 2022. https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/stewart-
rhodes-insurrection-act-trump/2022/01/23/fa009626-7c47-11ec-bf02-f9e24ccef149_story.html.  
33 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.” 2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et al. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. December 1, 2021.  
https://extremism.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs2191/f/Caldwell%20et%20al%20Sixth%20Superseding%20Indictmen
t.pdf  
34 Ibid.  
35 Kriner, Matt, and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” 
36 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
37 Ibid.  
38 Ibid.  
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4, Rhodes is further alleged to have spent $4,500 on additional sights, mounts, an optic plate, 
magazine and other various firearms parts.39 
 
With the stash of firearms allegedly located across state lines in Virginia and several distinct 
QRF teams present, the government contends that Oath Keepers engaged in substantial planning 
for operational use of these teams on January 6. Details of the QRF planning have come to light 
in court proceedings, with prosecutors stating that they “believe that at least one quick reaction 
force location was here and that Mr. Harrelson and others had stashed a large amount of weapons 
there … People affiliated with this group were in Ballston, monitoring what was happening at the 
Capitol and prepared to come into D.C. and ferry these weapons into the ground team that 
Kenneth Harrelson was running at a moment’s notice, if anyone said the word.”40 

Based on evidence set forth in court records, one potential operational plan for the QRF appears 
to have been to ferry firearms across the Potomac to Oath Keepers in Washington, D.C. during 
the anticipated chaos. Florida Oath Keepers member Kelly Meggs allegedly posted a map of 
Washington, D.C., in the Leadership Signal Chat on January 2, 2021, noting that the Lincoln 
Memorial and “the corner of west basin and Ohio” would be the planned QRF rally points for 
land or water transport in advance of expected civil unrest and potential bridge closures.41 This 
operation was allegedly corroborated by co-defendant Thomas Caldwell, who articulated the 
group’s plans via text to an unnamed individual to have a boat prepared on the Potomac River 
near Washington, D.C., with “our Quick Response Team with the heavy weapons standing by, 
quickly load them and ferry them across the river to our waiting arms.”42 Indeed, in the latest 
indictment against the Oath Keepers, the government claims that defendant Edward Vallejo and 
others “were on standby at the Comfort Inn Ballston, monitoring communications from the co-
conspirators on the ground inside Washington, D.C., and awaiting a call to bring the weapons to 
the co-conspirators.”43 

“The patriots are taking it into their own hands. They’ve had enough.”  

On the morning of January 6, 2021, Oath Keepers defendants are alleged to have traveled to 
meeting points in Washington, D.C., including the Willard Hotel – where several Oath Keepers 
were reportedly acting as security for Stop the Steal rally VIPs including Roger Stone.44 The 

 
39 Ibid.  
40 Weiner, Rachel, and Spencer S. Hsu, 2021.“Armed ‘quick reaction force’ was waiting for order to storm Capitol, 
Justice Dept. says.” Washington Post, April 14, 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/legal-issues/quick-
reaction-force-capitol-riot/2021/04/14/2021da66-9d39-11eb-8005-bffc3a39f6d3_story.html.  
41 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.”  2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et al. 
42 “Government’s Opposition to Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Detention.” 2021. United States of 
America v. Thomas Caldwell. District Court for the District of Columbia. March 8, 2021.; Kriner, Matt, and Jon 
Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” 
43 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
44   Mosk, Matthew, Olivia Rubin, Ali Dukakis, and Fergal Gallagher. 2021. “Video surfaces showing Trump ally 
Roger Stone flanked by Oath Keepers on morning of Jan. 6.” ABC News, February 5, 2021.  
https://abcnews.go.com/US/video-surfaces-showing-trump-ally-roger-stone-flanked/story?id=75706765.; Triebert, 
Christiaan, Ben Decker, Derek Watkins, Arielle Ray, and Stella Cooper. 2021 “First They Guarded Roger Stone. 
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government alleges that, over the course of the morning, multiple Oath Keepers defendants 
exchanged short phone calls with Rhodes and “prepared themselves for battle before heading to 
the Capitol by equipping themselves with communication devices and donning reinforced vests, 
helmets, and goggles.”45 

As Trump’s speech at the Ellipse drew to a close and members of the crowd began to make their 
way towards restricted Capitol grounds, Oath Keepers members allegedly began to mobilize to 
the Capitol. The first breach of restricted Capitol grounds that day is alleged to have taken place 
at approximately 1:15 PM. Shortly after, Rhodes made the claim that “Pence is doing nothing. 
As I predicted. All I see Trump doing is complaining. I see no intent by him to do anything. So 
the patriots are taking it into their own hands. They’ve had enough.”46 

Rhodes would allegedly continue encouraging his followers to move to the Capitol if not already 
there, posting messages in the Leadership Intel Chat comparing the events to the actions by “the 
founding fathers” and claiming, “Next comes out ‘Lexington.’ It’s coming.”47 By 2:02 PM, Oath 
Keepers co-defendants Kenneth Harrelson and Jason Dolan allegedly joined with the crowd 
pushing up the central East steps, taking up advance positions on the steps that Stack One would 
allegedly later march up.48 In an audio channel on Zello titled “Stop the Steal J6”, co-defendant 
Jessica Watkins allegedly announced that “everybody’s marching on the Capitol...we have about 
30-40 of us. We are sticking together and sticking to the plan.”49 

Throughout the day, the government alleges Rhodes was in near-constant communication with 
Oath Keepers at the Capitol, including his operations leader Michael Simmons and numerous co-
defendants.50 Between 2:00 and 2:30 PM, as the violence at the Capitol continued, Rhodes 
allegedly worked to muster his supporters and organize at the south side of the U.S. Capitol. By 
2:32 PM, the balance of the Oath Keepers was allegedly present on the northeast side of 
restricted Capitol grounds, including Rhodes.51  

Within minutes of a brief conference call between Rhodes, operations leader Michael Simmons, 
and Kelly Meggs at 2:32 PM, Meggs and numerous co-defendants formed ‘Stack One’ - a 
column of “individuals wearing Oath Keepers clothing, patches, insignia, and battle gear” that 
allegedly maneuvered in an organized fashion up the east side of the Capitol in a now 

 
Then They Joined the Capitol Attack.” New York Times, February 14, 2021. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/14/us/roger-stone-capitol-riot.html  
45 “Sixth Superseding Indictment.”  2021. United States of America v. Thomas Caldwell et 
al.https://ctc.usma.edu/the-oath-keepers-and-their-role-in-the-january-6-insurrection/  
46 Ibid.  
47 Ibid.  
48 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
49 Ibid.  
50 Friedman, Dan. 2021. “We’ve Unmasked the Oath Keepers’ January 6 ‘Operations Leader.’” Mother Jones, July 
26, 2021. https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/07/oath-keepers-january-6-capitol-insurrection-michael-
simmons-person-ten/.  
51 Ibid. Real-time texts from Rhodes indicated the group was on the South or South East side, although evidence 
suggests he was mistaken and corrected himself later in the chat. 
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recognizable image from the day.52 Upon reaching the top of the steps, Stack One allegedly 
breached the U.S. Capitol with the mob, entering the Rotunda and attempting to push further into 
the building. In an important connection between the Oath Keepers activities and the latest 
seditious conspiracy charge, the Department of Justice alleges that several members of Stack 
One pushed southbound out of the Rotunda “and toward the House of Representatives in search 
of Speaker Pelosi.”53 

As Stack One members were allegedly attempting to push deeper into the Capitol, a second 
group of Oath Keepers – Stack Two – were allegedly traveling on golf carts towards the Capitol. 
After a brief call with operations leader Michael Simmons, Stack Two is alleged to have moved 
up the east side steps of the Capitol around 3:00 PM, eventually forcibly entering the same east 
side Rotunda doors that Stack One had entered 35 minutes earlier.54 After brief periods in the 
Rotunda area, individuals from both Stack One and later Stack Two retreated in the face of a 
surge of riot police officers and chemical spray deployed to the Rotunda area. Rhodes allegedly 
posted to the Leadership Signal Chat at 3:30 PM, “Anyone in DC who is not tasked with a 
security detail, come yo [sic] the US Capitol on the Supreme Court side. Come to the Capitol on 
the NE Corner.”55 The government alleges that Rhodes joined both groups of Oath Keepers as 
they regrouped on the northeast corner of Capitol grounds and discussed next steps.56 

 

Aftermath 

For Stewart Rhodes and the Oath Keepers, the events of January 6, 2021, were merely the 
beginning. Throughout the evening of January 6, the government alleges that the co-conspirators 
“discussed the need to continue fighting to stop the lawful transfer of presidential power.”57

Messages allegedly posted in the Leadership Signal Chat by Oath Keepers members further 
indicate this belief, with a defendant identified as Kelly Meggs posting, “We aren’t quitting!! We 
are reloading!!” and Rhodes noting, “Patriots entering their own Capitol to send a message to 
traitors is NOTHING compared to what’s coming.”  

The seditious conspiracy indictment against Stewart Rhodes further supports the assertions that 
the Oath Keepers and local militias viewed January 6 as a flashpoint through which further 
mobilization could be inspired. Rhodes is alleged to have spent an additional $17,500 on an array 
of firearms parts from January 10-19, 2021, including ammunition, magazines, scopes, gun light, 
holsters, bipods, and other equipment.58 Oath Keepers co-defendant Joshua James allegedly met 
with Rhodes in Alabama during this period, collected what he referred to as “all available 

 
52 Kriner, Matt, and Jon Lewis. 2021. “The Oath Keepers and Their Role in the January 6 Insurrection.” Spencer S. 
Hsu, Spencer S. 2021. “Latest alleged Oath Keeper arrested in Capitol riot turned over body armor and 
firearm.” Washington Post, July 2, 2021. 
53 “Indictment.” 2022. United States of America v. Elmer Stewart Rhodes III et al. 
54 Ibid.  
55 Ibid.  
56 Ibid.  
57 Ibid.  
58 Ibid.  
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firearms,” and traveled to Texas, where he stayed with Rhodes and others.59 On Inauguration 
Day, January 2021, James allegedly messaged another individual, “After this...if nothing 
happens...its war...Civil War 2.0.”60 At this point, the government asserts, Rhodes began to 
conduct outreach in an effort to “organize local militias to oppose President Biden’s 
Administration.”61  

On the one-year anniversary of the attack on the U.S. Capitol, Attorney General Garland and 
President Biden each delivered remarks which centered on two foundational points: The 
vigorous prosecution of all individuals who engaged in criminal conduct related to the events of 
January 6, and the need to ensure that this assault on our democratic institutions is not minimized 
or forgotten. Attorney General Garland, in his comments, spoke at length on the unceasing 
efforts by the Department of Justice to prosecute “all January 6th perpetrators, at any level, 
accountable under law — whether they were present that day or were otherwise criminally 
responsible for the assault on our democracy.”62 President Biden pointedly referred to the events 
of the day as “an armed insurrection…looking to subvert the Constitution.”63 
 
Stewart Rhodes was arrested days later on January 13, 2022, in Little Elm Texas – one year and 
one week after the events of January 6.64 Rhodes, Edward Vallejo, and nine previously arrested 
Oath Keepers were charged with an array of offenses, namely 18 US Code § 2384 – Seditious 
conspiracy, accusing them of conspiring “to overthrow, put down, or to destroy by force the 
Government of the United States, or... by force to prevent, hinder, or delay the execution of any 
law of the United States.”65 In levying this charge, the Department of Justice made the first direct 
connection between those present at the U.S. Capitol on January 6 and the conspiratorial, anti-
democratic efforts by high-level individuals like Stewart Rhodes to prevent the peaceful transfer 
of presidential power. Months later, the Department would bring similar charges against Proud 
Boys national chairman Enrique Tarrio and other Proud Boys leaders, alleging a disturbingly 
similar degree of pre-planning and coordination by the violent fascist movement to mobilize to 
the Capitol with the intent to overthrow the democratic government.66 

 
59 Ibid.  
60 Ibid.  
61 Ibid.  
62 “Attorney General Merrick B. Garland Delivers Remarks on the First Anniversary of the Attack on the Capitol.” 
Department of Justice. January 5, 2022. https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-
delivers-remarks-first-anniversary-attack-capitol  
63 “Remarks By President Biden To Mark One Year Since The January 6th Deadly Assault On The U.S. Capitol.” 
The White House. January 6, 2022. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-
remarks/2022/01/06/remarks-by-president-biden-to-mark-one-year-since-the-january-6th-deadly-assault-on-the-u-s-
capitol/. 
64 “Leader of Oath Keepers and 10 Other Individuals Indicted in Federal Court for Seditious Conspiracy and Other 
Offenses Related to U.S. Capitol Breach.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. January 13, 2022.  
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/leader-oath-keepers-and-10-other-individuals-indicted-federal-court-seditious-
conspiracy-and.  
65 “18 US Code § 2384 - Seditious conspiracy.” Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School. 2022. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2384.  
66 “Leader of Proud Boys and Four Other Members Indicted in Federal Court For Seditious Conspiracy and Other 
Offenses Related to U.S. Capitol Breach.” 2022. Department of Justice Press Release. June 6, 2022.  
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What does the future hold for the Oath Keepers? While Rhodes remains in pretrial detention, the 
long-term leadership of the Oath Keepers remains unclear. Kellye SoRelle, general counsel for 
the group, originally announced she was stepping in as acting president,67 but after Rhodes was 
denied bail, SoRelle publicly noted that she “can’t handle the long haul” and is “passing the 
torch.”68 In many ways, Stewart Rhodes is the Oath Keepers organization – as founder and 
president for life, the Oath Keepers are truly formed in his image.69  

The successful prosecution of Rhodes could serve as a body blow for one of the most prominent 
anti-government organizations of the last decade.70 However, the potential organizational 
collapse of the group alone will not deter those actors who view January 6 as a rallying cry, 
mobilizing narrative, or as a model for future acts of political violence. While the Oath Keepers 
have long served a term at the helm of the patriot movement, the resurgent ecosystem has since 
outgrown Rhodes and his organization.71  

The increasingly mainstreamed far-right in the United States has emerged in force over recent 
years at the local, grassroots level – made possible by a permissive environment and a 
counterterrorism apparatus focused primarily on foreign, jihadist threats. As efforts to investigate 
and prosecute those responsible for the events of January 6, 2021, continue, it is crucial not to 
confuse singular law enforcement actions against individual pillars of movements like the Oath 
Keepers for sustained, lasting success against burgeoning movements in the United States driven 
by a rise in anti-authority, anti-democratic sentiments.  
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NBC News. January 17, 2022. https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/oath-keepers-leader-indictment-just-tip-
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70 Lewis, Jon, and Seamus Hughes. 2022. “What Does the Seditious Conspiracy Indictment Mean For the Oath 
Keepers?” Lawfare. January 21, 2022. https://www.lawfareblog.com/what-does-seditious-conspiracy-indictment-
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